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Hi AVE you been undecided about Christ- 
mas gifts? There is still opportunity 
give to friends and acquaintances a gift 
ray will draw forth their appreciation as it 
greets them bs two times during the com- 
ing year. To each one to whom you send 
e Sunday School Times as a Christmas 
gift, we will mail an engraved greeting card, 
giving your name as the sender. Page 832 
gives the single and club subscription rates. 




















Emmanuel 


By T. O. Chisholm 


F ALL the names the Saviour bears, 
(And each becomes Him well), 
Cne hath peculiar charm for me, 
His name, Emmanuel. 


‘¢ God with us ’’—now and evermore! 
«¢God with us,’’ —all is well! 

His name we worship and adore, — 
His name, Emnianuel. 


Emmanuel! Emmanuel! 

God come from Heav’n, with men to dwell! 
Our human life He entered in, 
To share our sorrows, bear our sin, — 

O precious name, Emmanuel! 


w 
“Going Quiet” 


There are times when silence means 
sin, Silent Christians may not bring honor 
to the Name they bear. Radiant, joyous, 
Spirit-filled Christians are bound to tell 
others about their blessings — they cannot 
help it. When the apostles had been sent 
to prison by the high priest and the coun- 
cil, then were beaten and “commanded that 
they should not speak in the name of Jesus,” 
what did they do? “They departed from 
the presence of the council, rejoicing. . .. 
And daily in the temple, and in every house, 


they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 5:42). Silence would have 
meant sin and defeat —— but they were living 
the victorious life. Dr. E. J. Pace, Tue 
SunbDAY ScHoot TIMEs cartoonist, who is 
having a blessed experience of ministry in 
his journey through many lands, wrote the 
Editor recently from Londonderry, North 
Ireland: “A layman on the alert to win 
souls passed on a phrase I thought was 
good. Speaking of certain men who once 
had a bright testimony and a sunny, joyous 
experience, but who no longer were out- 
spoken for Christ, he said: ‘They have 
gone quiet.’ How subtle is the temptation 
to muffle our testimony, and how perilous 
it is!” Better than “going quiet” is obey- 
ing the word the Lord spoke to the man 
out of whom he had cast many demons: 
“Return . . . and shew how great things 
God hath done unto thee.” The. healed 
Gadarene was not a silent Christian, for 
“he went his way, and published through- 
out the whole city how great things Jesus 
had done unto him” (Luke 8: 39). 


x 
Beyond Explanation 


God cannot be explained. He can be 
believed, and loved, and trusted; but it is 
glorious to remember that we have a God 
who is not only greater than, but infinitely 
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Mown 


CERTAIN missionary was greatly 

burdened by ill health, financial dif- 

ficulties, and more than all, by the 
lack of longed-for results on her field 
of labor. One morning there came to her 
a letter from a distant friend, —one who 
intended to express only the loving sym- 
pathy of which her heart was full. “I 
just don’t see why,” she wrote, “that you 
have to suffer so much. It seems strange 
that God would ‘send such hard things to 
one of his children, especially to one who 
has given up all for his sake.’ The mis- 
sionary smiled as she read the letter, 
smiled for herself, but her face grew grave 
again as she thought of her friend. How 
mistaken, how utterly wrong, was her 
attitude! To keep from feeling burdened 
was difficult,—the missionary knew she 
fell short of her privilege here; but to 
understand the Father’s purpose behind 
the hard things—oh, who could fail in 
this, when there were all the accumulated 
teachings of his Word in regard to it! 
And the missionary felt the incense rise 
from her secret altar of prayer, as she 
asked for herself, for her friend, and for 


beyond and above, any explanation that 
human minds can offer. The same\is true 
of certain direct acts of God, which we call 
miracles. Miracles cannot be explained by 
natural laws — if they could be, they would 
not be miracles. They are supernatural, 
not natural. The miracle is rightly defined, 
in Webster’s, as “an event or effect in the 
physical world deviating from the known 
laws of nature, or transcending our knowl- 
edge of these laws.” Let us therefore not 
fall into the common and popular mistake 
of saying that certain scientific discoveries 
now make it easier to believe in God and 
the miracles. Some have been saying, for 
example, that radio and television enable 
us to understand how our Lord’s voice, 
when he returns, can be heard by all man- 
kind, and how, when “he cometh with 
clouds . . . every eye shall see him” (Rev. 
1:7). No, these coming and assured events 
of God’s miracle-working power are not 
explained or shown to be possible by radio, 
television, or any other natural phenom- 
enon. Let us rather rejoice that we have 
a God and Saviour who, when he will, 
disregards any and all laws of the natural 
world that he created. We are so much 
safer in the hands of the God of love and 
redemption who is beyond our understand- 
ing. “O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out!” (Rom. 11: 33.) 


Grass 


others who were dear to her, that they might 
be as God’s lawn, submitting, not blindly 
but understandingly, to his frequent’ cut- 
tings. 

A well kept lawn is a beautiful thing, 
though, strange as it may seem,’ there are 
people in the world who do not so con- 
sider it. An American family went to re- 
side for a time in an Oriental country. 
Their native house was new, clean, artis- 
tic. The fence around the yard was pret- 
tier than fences have a right to be, with 
its new bamboo supports and young cedars 
planted close around. But the yard itself 
was bare, and the foreigners eagerly wel- 
comed the springing green of early grass. 
A university student visited the family and 
cast his eyes upon the growing carpet. 
“Ho!” he exclaimed with evident disap- 
proval. “Your garden has become soiled. 
It is better that you remove all that weed.” 
The task was begun, though with much 
inward reluctance, and after a few days 
the ground was again bare and “clean.” 

Can it be there are those in the Lord’s 
family who do not love the beauty of 
cut grass? Who do not yearn inexpress- 
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ibly for that character of patience and 
sweetness which seems to be wrought only 
by what the farmer-prophet calls ‘“the 
king’s mowings”? (Amos 7:1.) They are 
willing perhaps to be as “the grass of the 
field, which to day is, and to morrow is 
cast into the oven,” for as such, there 
would be but one or two cuttings a year; 
but to be a lawn which is mowed twice 
or thrice a week,—ah, that is a great 
deal ! 

There is one very lovely thing about 
this, and that is, whether we care or not, 
whether we understand or not, our Father 
most surely cares and understands for us. 
He knows exactly how much of trial is 
necessary for the forming of his likeness 
in our daily habit of thought, word, and 
action. It was necessary for the Lord 
Jesus, though why that was so, we may 
never know here. But we have his Word 
for it that “though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things which 
he suffered” (Heb. 5:8). And so he sees 
to it that we are cut down, sometimes with 
apparent ruthlessness, and often with pains- 
taking attention to all the edges and cor- 
ners—rough places which we ourselves 
had not seen before. 

How many are the agents God employs 
to do this work for us!. His ministers 
are, or should be, trained to cut, prune, 
and mow, as well as to plant, bind, and 
heal. Then in quite another manner our 
friends, and particularly our home people, 
are used to smoothing off the ragged and 
uncouth places, the little uglinesses that 
are hidden to those who do not know us 
so well. 

One of the sharpest and most effective 
instruments that the divine Mower utilizes 
in this business is that of affliction. A 
minister’s wife was somewhat troubled be- 
cause her husband so frequently suffered 
from neuritis. Medical assistance proved 
unavailing, and she was tempted to wonder 
why one so eminently useful should be 
thus hampered in his work. Then one day 
the answer came. This husband was a 
person of determined nature, — occasionally 
he spoke of himself as being “stubborn.” 
He was also authoritative, perhaps even 


dictatorial. But how much these charac- 
teristics were softened, sweetened, and 
lessened under the King’s mowings! Oh, 


she could see this as could none other! 
Loss, disappointment, and hardship are 
scythes the sharpness of which most of. us 
have experienced. When these things 
come,.the world urges the being of “a 
good sport,” by which it usually means to 
hold the head high and admit to no one, 
least of all to one’s self, that any real cut- 
ting has been done. But the Christian bows 
himself, humbly whispering, “It is my 
Father whose hand holds the scythe. Let 
him do what seemeth him good.” And 
his attitude is one not only of submission, 
but of oneness with the great Husbandman 
in understanding of his purpose. This 
grows with the years, grows beautifully, 
until there is fulfilled in us the enabling 
promise to “glory in tribulation also.” 
Sometimes, under the stress of special 
need, even little children are given to know 
this glory. During the Boxer uprising in 
China, Archibald Glover was. fleeing with 
his family to the coast. In the course of 
their extraordinary journey they. spent a 
night in an old broken theater, where, 
along with murderous vagabonds, they lay 
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down on the stone floor, companions of 
cold, vermin, and unspeakable filth. . After 
a night of great wretchedness, little five- 
year-old Hedley speaks: 

“ Father, dear.’ 

“*What is it, darling boy?’ 

“T think Jesus must have slept in a 
place like this when he had nowhere to go.’ 
“Yes, darling, I think it very likely.’ 

“*Then we ought to be glad that we 
are like Jesus, oughtn’t we?’” 

Such glorying in tribulation would make 
the Lord Jesus himself look down with 
unutterable tenderness upon his distressed 
child, even as he looked upon the angel- 
faced Stephen! 

The King has yet another purpose in the 
cutting of his grass. Mr. Jones walks 
along the street toward his home. His 
eye is caught and held by neighbor Brown’s 
beautiful lawn, so freshly mowed, trimmed, 
and raked. He passes on and gazes crit- 
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ically at the next yard, his own. Ah, there 
is much that needs attention here, and it 
should be done at once! Mr. Jones de- 
mands an early dinner, and when it is 
finished he pulls off his coat, gets out the 
mower, and prepares to bring his lawn up 
to the standard set by his industrious neigh- 
bor. 

Even so, trial is given for the purpose 
of testimony. Mr. Brown has witnessed 
a good confession even though he spoke 
not a word. And the child of God who 
submits with willing patience to the 
divine Mower witnesses likewise, to the 
comfort of every beholding Christian, 
and to the discomfort of every on- 
looking unbeliever. The one sees, and 
praises the God whose grace has made 
possible such Christlikeness of character; 
the other admits — sometimes with wistful 
longing in the admission—that here is a 


(Concluded on page 830) 
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The All Bible: Geaded Lesiias 


When does the Times begin to publish 
lessons in a whole Bible course for use in 
Sunday schools? What course is to be 
used; and from what book in the Bible will 
the lessons be taken to start with?—A 
Minnesota reader. 


The All Bible Graded Series of Sunday 
School Lessons is edited by Clarence H. 
Benson, Director of Christian Education 
Course in Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, 
and Secretary of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association. This Series has 
been called into existence by the demand 
of Sunday schools that are unwilling to 
follow the graded lessons issued by vari- 
ous denominational publishing houses and 
prepared largely by Modernists. The 
Series represents the work of eight years 
by the classes in Curriculum Making of 
the Christian Education Course of Moody 
Bible Institute. It provides twelve years 
of systematic Bible study in the Sunday 
school, and is graded by departments, all 


the classes in any one department having 


the same lesson at the same time. There 
are four grades, Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate, and Senior. For Sunday schools 
that wish graded courses for these various 
departments it furnishes admirable mate- 
rial. 

THe Sunpay ScHoot Times had ex- 
pected to supplement the teachers’ and 
pupils’ manuals of the All Bible Graded 
Series by brief lesson articles in these 
columns beginning in January, 1935, and 
this was announced in the Trmes early 
in September. In view of the fact, how- 
ever, that the manuals already provided 
for this new graded series cover the les- 
sons much more fully than would be pos- 
sible in the space limits of such a weekly 
periodical as THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs, 
in which the chief attention is given to 
the International Uniform Lessons _fol- 
lowed by the great majority of Sunday 


schools, the Times will not attempt to take .. 
up the different graded -courses; but it ' 


heartily commends to readers who may 
wish graded lessons the literature on .the 
All Bible Graded Series edited) by Mr. 


Benson and published by the Scripture 
Press, 741 North La Salle Street, Chicago. 

The Scripture Press announced in the 
Thanksgiving Number of the Times that 
its first manuals on the new series were 
entirely sold out and that hereafter the 
series will be issued as quarterly periodi- 
cals. Full information may be had by 
writing the Scripture Press, and manuals 
in any of the grades, for January-Febru- 
ary-March, may be secured at once. A 
booklet listing all the topics and Scripture 
references for all the years in all the grades 
of this Series (624 lessons) will be mailed 
by the Scripture Press for 10 cents; or this 
booklet will be sent free with each order 
for manuals. 

THe Sunpay ScHoot Times has been 
officially adopted by the All Bible Graded 
Series as the lesson help for Adult Classes, 
the course being the International Uni- 
form Lessons. 

And the TIMEs, as its readers know, pub- 
lishes each week lesson articles on the 
Preliminary Training Course of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association; Rob- 
ert C. McQuilkin, President of the Asso- 
ciation, furnishes the study on the Books 
of the Bible, and Clarence H. Benson, 
Secretary of the Association, furnishes les- 
sons in Child Study (see page 829 in this 
issue). 

The Editors of THe Sunpay ScHoor 
TimEs would like to hear from its readers 
as to their own preference in the matter 
of Uniform or Graded Lessons in the Sun- 
day school, answering such questions as 
these: 


What course or courses of lessons are 
you using in your Sunday school at pres- 
ent, and in what departments? 

If you are interested in graded lessons, 
how can THE Sunpay ScHoot Times be 
of the greatest help to you in such graded 
work? 

What sort of graded lesson work do you 
most desire? 

Please write freely in expression of your 
views and wishes, to Editors of THe Sun- 
DAY. ScHooL FIMES, 325 N. Thirteenth St., 
Philadelphia. 
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The blasphemy and violence of modern anti-Semitism 


Today’s World News and Bible Prophecy. 


By D. M. 
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Panton, Editor of The Dawn 














A Rothschild 


ARON EDMOND DE ROTHS- 
CHILD, who died last summer in 
Paris at the age of ninety, was a 

grandson of the family’s founder, Meyer 
Amschel Rothschild of Frankfort. “The 
pogroms of 1880 roused his interest in the 
possibilities of Palestine, and it is -esti- 
mated that altogether he gave over £10,- 
000,000 ($50,000,000) to Jewish Colonies 
in the Holy Land. 
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Anti-Semite Propaganda 


‘THE Quarterly Review, the only great 
British quarterly now surviving, gives 
(Oct., 1934) a pregnant summary of the 
Jewish tragedy. “The plague of anti- 
Semitism,” it writes, “has spread from its 
medieval breeding-centers to all quarters of 
the globe; it is poisoning the minds of mil- 
lions of people; it is vitiating the founts 
of culture and sapping the basis of civiliza- 
tion. At no previous period in the history 
of the tribulations of the Jewish people 
was it exposed to such concerted and ven- 
omous attacks over so widespread an area. 
The amount that the German Government 
is believed to spend upon its anti-Semite 
propaganda and throughout the world is said 
to be at least thirty miflion gold ‘marks; 
and Nazi agents are spreading the noxious 
Protocols in countless editions and numer- 
ous countries.” 
ye 


Nordic Religion 


OWERFUL demon forces lie behind 

the great nationalisms now enslaving 
mankind. Herr Rosenberg, whom Herr 
Hitler has put in charge of the whole 
education and culture of youth thfoughout 
Germany, in terms of awful blasphemy 
(London Times, Nov. °5, 1934) describes 
Jehovah as “the desert demon-of the Jews.” 
“The extent to which the German people 
is being duped and deceived,” says its .spe- 
cial correspondent’s uncensored fetter to 
the Christian World (Nov. 1, 1934), “is in- 
credible unless you have seen it happening. I 
heard the Fiihrer (Hitler) vehemently ad- 
ministering his mental hashish to those 
thousands of excitedly receptive people, in a 
roar which became startlingly like an ani- 
mal’s. The verdict of many, if not most, of 
the wisest people is that he is now an 
entirely unbalanced neurotic, who has been 
riding for a fall these many months; and 
complete mental collapse may be at any 
time the penalty of these frantic outbursts 
of hypnotic oratory.” 


B usass Roman Empire (as foretold, Rev. 
17: 8, 10) is slowly mounting up from its 
grave. The Italian ex-Service Volunteers of 
the Great War express the«heart of mod- 
ern Rome: “We believe iri the universal 








mission of Rome for the salvation and 
greatness of human civilization. We be- 
lieve in the fatality and in the pre-fixed 
return of the Roman Empire. We believe 
in the Duce of Fascism as the realizer of 
the immense Destiny of Rome.” The 
Forum, a purely secular magazine, says: 
“Large groups among the middle classes 
of France, Spain, and England are pining 
for dictatorship, and every type looks for 
salvation to a Superman. I believe from 
conversation with two of his lieutenants 
that what the Italian Superman is aiming 
at is ‘a sort of Holy Roman Empire — at 
the head of it God and His Superman. In 
fact, we are to have old Rome revived, but 
upon an immensely vaster scale and with 
iron discipline of which even the Czsars 
never dreamed.” Solid foundations are be- 
ing laid. Of the two battleships Italy is 
laying down, vessels of 35,000 tons and six- 
teen inch guns, the Naval Correspondent of 
the London Times (Oct. 27, 1934) says: 
“No ship could hope to engage the new 
Italian ships on anything like equal terms.” 


we 


Babylon 


NCE more Babylon is being linked up 

with the Holy Land. On the morning 
of October 14 the first flow of oil reached 
Haifa, in Palestine, from Kirkuk, in Iraq. 
By one of the most remarkable engineering 
feats of modern times, a double line of 
pipes from the oil fields of Iraq carry the 
oil— one of the master elements of modern 
civilization —to Haditha, on the Euphrates, 
about eighty miles from the Iraq border, 
where the lines divide, one line running 
through Syria to Tripoli, the other to 
Haifa. At a cost of £10,000,000 ($50,000,- 
000) Babylon is again in vital touch with 
Jerusalem. 

ye 


The League and the Soviet 


O SWITZERLAND, almost alone, be- 

longs the honor of making a last stand 
among the nations for a real “Christen- 
dom.” There is no Government,” says the 
London Times (Oct. 10, 1034), “Christian 
or non-Christian, which in recent years has 
more pitilessly proscribed the Christian re- 
ligion than the Soviet; and the Christian 
motive is probably at the back of the resist- 
ance which the public opinion of some of the 
opposing countries is showing to an unqual- 
ified acceptance of Russia as a member of 
the League.” “Christian churches all over 
the world,” exclaimed M. Motta, the Swiss 
representative on the League of Nations, 
“feel smitten in. the spirit and in the flesh 
of all those who have suffered in Russia 
for their belief in Christ: the anti-religious 
propaganda has plunged Christendom into 
tears.” That the Swiss protest passed al- 
most unnoticed is a vivid portent that the 
apostasy of the nations (Psa. 2:2) is at 
the doors. 


The Anti-God Campaign 


HE Soviet atheistic propaganda stiffens. 

“Measures for promoting the develop- 
ment of the anti-religious education of 
youth,” writes the Moscow Correspondent 
of the Manchester Guardian (weckly ed., 
Oct. 12, 1934), “have been ordered by the 
Commissariat of Education. A course on 
‘Methods of anti-religious education’ is re- 
quired to be introduced in every training 
school for teachers in primary and second- 
ary schools, and a series of lectures on 
‘History, religion, and atheism’ is to be 
offered this year in all training colleges.” 


From Gandhi to Christ 


MOSLEM student studying law in 

London was received into the Christian 
faith a few weeks ago in St. Mary’s Wool- 
noth, in Lombard Street. A nephew of the 
leading Moslem Nationalist in Northwest 
India, and a keen disciple of Gandhi, he 
was startled by the reformer’s insistence 
on non-violence. Discovering that Gandhi 
openly took this doctrine from Christ, he 
betook himself to studying the Lord Jesus, 
and the result, at the cost of complete ostra- 
cism by his family, was an open confession 
in the heart of the City of London. 








Notes From a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















But the Pharisees and lawyers re- 
jected the counsel of God against them- 
selves (Luke 7: 30). 


HE marginal translation is “into” or 
“within” themselves, that is, the Spirit’s 
promptings. 

The magnificence of our Lord’s straight- 
forwardness ever stands out in contrast to 
the cowardice and under-cover methods of 
the Pharisees. “They said unto his dis- 
ciples, Why eateth your Master with pub- 
licans and sinners?” (Matt. 9:11.) They 
did not put the question directly to the 
Lord Jesus. So in Matthew 12:2: “They 
said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do 
that which is not lawful to do upon the 
sabbath day”; and 15:2, “Why do thy 
disciples transgress the traditipn of the 
elders?” And again in Mark'2:16, 18, 
they first complain of Jesus to the dis- 
ciples and then of the disciples to Jesus. 
“They said unto his disciples, How is it 
that he eateth and drinketh with publicans 
and sinners?” “They ... say unto him, 
Why do the disciples of John .. . fast, but 
thy disciples fast not?” Never the straight 
approach, the level eye: ever the furtive 
and indirect and backbiting attitude. What a 
rebuke the Lord’s very presence must have 
been to such men,—like the sun that 
sends insects to cover! 
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A visit to the busy headquarters 


in Toronto 








How the Christian Crusade Meets Atheism 


ee a 


By Willard M. Alldrich 














wotame mremeene reer! 
Sateen 


Nearly 6,000 letters, containing threats from infidels, stories from heartbroken mothers, 


and 


learned dissertations from unbelieving professors, were received 
office of the International Christian Crusade. 
of the heavy task undertaken by Mrs. Howe and her helpers. 


in one year in the 
But writing to such people is only part 
This is the second article 


in the series on the Crusade, to be concluded in an early issue. 


66 ENIN Embalmed but Christ Lives.” 
L “Crusaders Show Answer to Athe- 
ists.” Thus the terse words of a 
headline writer of the Toronto Evening 
Telegram gave the conviction of the Inter- 
national Christian Crusade. The news- 
paper account reported a series of meetings 
in which the work of the Crusade was set 
forth by Mrs. Maud Howe, General Sec- 
retary, with the aid of several college men 
and women. The newspaper story opened 
with Mrs. Howe's statement, “The com- 
plete answer to the new militant atheism 
is to show them the living Christ in us.” 
Let us take a look into the office of the 
Crusade at 366 Bay Street, Toronto, Can- 
ada.. We take the elevator to the fourth 
floor and step into a room full of tables 
and shelves covered with literature of one 
sort or another. We see stacks of letters 
ready for inailing, shelves of the booklet 
by Mrs. Howe, “Will Atheism Dominate 
the ‘World?” miscellaneous copies of the 
monthly magaine, The Answer, published 
by the Crusade to disprove atheism, and 
pamphlets called, “Scripture Difficulties 
Answered,” compiled by the Crusade with 
the aid of theologians and scientists. On 
the wall we notice pictures of atheist 
leaders, and wonder what they are doing 
there. But they are there to remind Mrs. 
Howe to pray for their conversion, as two 
prominent leaders of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Atheism 
were recently converted. 

A partition cuts off part of the room 
as Mrs. Howe’s office. We find her busy 
dictating an answer to one of the hun- 
dreds of letters from atheists, troubled 
mothers, or inquirers after the Way of 
Life, and we learn a bit about the burden 
of broken hearts that Mrs. Howe has to 
bear as a part of her daily work. Will 
you try to imagine receiving 5,886 letters 
in one year made up of threats from in- 
fidels, stories of mother hearts breaking 
with sorrow over unsaved children, or 
learned dissertations from unbelieving pro- 
fessors? This averages more than thirteen 
letters a day. Not many of us have had 
the experience of dealing with the most 
vital life-problems of thirteen people every 
day of the year,—and, mind you, with 
only one part-time stenographer as aide. 

But this forms only a part of the routine 
work falling into Mrs. Howe's over- 
worked hands. There are organization 
meetings to arrange, about five hundred 
members of the fellowship .to keep in- 
formed, expenses to be met, and innumer- 
able other duties to supervise. 

One of the vital functions of the Crusade 
is the gathering and disseminating of facts 
concerning the spread and peril of atheism. 
However, lack of sufficient funds has seri- 
ously curtailed this service. Among the 
amazing facts told by Mrs. Howe was 


that of the missionary zeal of the godless. 
She said: “In 1930, 6,900,000 atheists were 
placed as agents in 44 countries throughout 
the world to undermine Christian faith in 
homes, colleges, and churches. This num- 
ber has now increased to 17,000,000.” Mrs. 
Howe -alsc showed that the new militant 
atheism not only embraces those who deny 
the existence of God, but it claims among 
its numbers all those religious cults or ideal 
societies which deny the efficacy of the 
death of Christ in saving lost men. What 
a tremendous testimony this constitutes to 
the unique and absolute message of the 
Gospel! Christ can never be made a mem- 
ber of the pantheon —he does not fit into 
a religious combine! 

In one of the meetings Mrs. Howe read 
a letter from a girl who described herself 
as being looked upon as quite respectable 
by her parents and associates, but who 
wrote of smoking, drinking, dancing, and 
petting, among other things said, “If we 
are, as the preachers tell us, all right, and 
it is right to do these things, I'll step as 
fast as the next one. I have no boy friends 
because they say I am old-fashioned and 
strait-laced, and I’m tired of being alone, 
so let me know what you think of these 
wine parties. .. .” Were it not for the very 
private nature of the letters she receives, 
Mrs. Howe could multiply by hundreds 
letters such as this one— many of which 
are far more tragic. A great deal of Mrs. 
Howe’s time, energy, and prayer life is 
spent in answering these letters. 

Spurred on by the knowledge that athe- 
ists have actually begun to carry their mes- 
sage of despair into the hospitals, the Cru- 
saders have organized three hospital bands 
in Toronto, who report God’s blessing upon 
their testimonies in song and Scripture 
verses. A group of young business men 
called the “Gospel Crusaders” man an old 
“chariot,” of the Pierce Arrow make, 
which carries them week after week into 
the outlying districts surrounding Toronto, 
where they faithfully bring the Good News 
in song and preaching. Will you pray 
that God will raise up more such faithful 
young men all over the world, and that 
God may continue to bless their testimony 
with the salvation of many more souls? 

The impact of the Crusade is felt in many 
foreign countries, and missionaries in Bes- 
sarabia, India, Spain, China, Palestine, 
Geneva, Japan, and among the Ukrainians 
of Canada belong to the fellowship and 
receive aid from it. The missionaries on 
the border of Soviet Russia at Bessarabia 
have suffered great persecutions, but, like 
the martyrs of old, have sung the praises 
of God in their bonds and increased their 
efforts. Our output has been restricted, 
owing to financial difficulties, but thousands 
of Gospels and Scripture helps have gone 
out in two languages. 
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The now embalmed leader, Lenin, once 
said in the words of others, “Give me a 
child for eight years and he shall be an 
atheist forever,” and so the efforts of the 
atheists are being centered upon teaching 
children to deny the existence of God and 
to hate Christ. Hundreds of Ukrainian 
homes in Canada hear: that there is no 
God long before they ever come to know 
that Christ, who died, now lives to save 
all who will trust him. The Crusade sends 
out weekly three hundred messages of 


‘God’s Love to the hospitals, thus reaching 


many parents, and is trying to solve the 
problem of ridding the country of atheistic 
Sunday schools. 

The International Christian Crusade aims 
to protect and keep intact Christian homes in 
the land. It is trying to avert the tragedy 
of broken-hearted parents, who have found 
out too late that the college or university 
to which their sons or daughters were en- 
trusted has betrayed their trust and re- 
turned to the parents sophisticated unbe- 
lievers, members of godless societies, — 
yes, college shipwrecks. The noble efforts 
of the Crusade to inform the world against 
these dangers and to take measures to 
remedy them are greatly curtailed by lack 
of funds. The Crusade has no millionaire 
financial backers, and it needs the prayer- 
ful support of all of God’s people who are 
awake to the dangers of the new atheism 
threatening their homes, their sons and 
daughters, the foundations of the govern- 
ment, and their very freedom to worship 
the One who redeemed and washed them 
in his own precious blood. 


Tacoma, WASH. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 
EAR MOTHER RUTH: I know 
perfectly well that you are going 
to tell me the answer to my prob- 
lem is “prayer.” And please believe I am 
praying, earnestly. But somehow, I feel 
that I’d like a word of advice from some 
older friend, and you have known so much 
of girls that perhaps you can help. You 
see, I have a very dear friend with whom 
an intimacy has grown during the last year, 
until we jokingly call each other “husband 
and wife.” She is eight years my senior 
(I’m twenty-three), but in actual mental 
and social development, I guess we are 
really about on a level — she was only five 
years ahead of me in college, and in inter- 
ests and point of view about life in general, 
we seem about the same age. I’m going to 
be rather long in coming to the point of 
this problem, if you'll forgive me, for you 
won't be able to understand unless you get 
some picture first of the two girls involved. 
In many ways we complement each other. 
She is business-like, practical, and thrifty; 
loves math and bookkeeping. I’m naturally 
the opposite — more of a dreamer, with no 
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head for business, and loving poetry and 


literature. She is self-contained, level- 
headed, reserved. I’m exuberant, enthu- 
siastic, talkative. She lacks self-confi- 


dence; I have perhaps too much. She is 
deliberate and painstaking; I’m swift and 
inclined to carelessness. She likes routine, 
and I, variety. And so each of us supplies 
what the other lacks, and ‘I truly think we 
make a good combination. We have many 
tastes in common, in spite of our contrasts. 
Both of us like music and enjoy singing. 
We both like the out-of-doors, and enjoy 
tennis, skating, swimming, though neither 
of us is particularly strong in any field of 
athletics. Each of us enjoys simple pleas- 
ures, and neither of us cares to spend a 
great deal of money on clothes or to go 
in for many of the things modern young 
people do. (I guess we’re almost the only 
girls in the city who don’t play bridge!) 
In one other way we are alike, too— 
neither of us had a chum in this city, when 
we found each other. (Both of us are 
working away from home — she in an of- 
fice, and I in a library.) We have inti- 
mate friends in other places, and each of 
us has some other good friends here, but 
no one who met the need for some one to 
“pal around with” and do things together. 
We met at the boarding house, and our 
common tastes and standards drew us to- 
gether. I feel quite strongly that God’s 
hand was in it, for this friendship came 
just at the same time I was beginning to 
need just such a friend to fill a gap in my 
life, and she believes this is true for her 
also. Please don’t get the idea that this 
is one of those silly “crush” relationships, 
will you, Mother Ruth? I have passed 
through several of those, and know the 
symptoms, and I am very sure that stage 
in my development is over. Neither of us 
is excluding the other from her other 
friends, and we enjoy doing things with 
other girls as well as being by ourselves. 
And while there is a strong physical attrac- 
tion between us, it isn’t all of that nature. 
I’ve told you all this that you could have 
some background for judging the problem 
that is troubling me. It is this: With all 
these ties to hold us, or all these ,blocks 
to build on, one is lacking which makes 
me extremely uneasy concerning our friend- 
ship. I know you would ask, “Are you 
both Christians?” and I can honestly say 
“Yes.” What drew me to her in the first 
place was her Christian standards. She is 
the daughter of a minister, and her parents 
are lovely people. She took one year at 
— —— University of Theology after her 
college course, and served for a while as 
a pastor’s assistant in a large church. But 
she didn’t enjoy the work, and when the 
depression struck was glad to get into 
office work. She practices tithing, and is 
scrupulously honest in her work; practical 
in her expression of Christian love and 
thoughtfulness to others, and loyal to her 
own church in its work. BUT—she just 
doesn’t seem to have any spiritual life that 
goes deeper. She refuses to go to a prayer 
meeting with me; she will not join in the 
little prayer group I share with two other 
girls each week; she appears rather re- 
lieved when she misses church service; and 
I never have really prayed with her. 
That is what hurts, Mother Ruth! We 
share so intimately other things, and I long 
to be able to talk with her of what is 
really nearest to my heart—the things of 
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the Lord Jesus. She is never repelled, ex- 
actly, when I speak of them, but it’s like 
trying to talk to some one who doesn’t 
know your language, There isn’t any free- 
dom. I’m active in my church, and she 
could do much in hers,—they need her. 
But partly because of her naturally retir- 
ing disposition, and partly because she 
hasn’t a spiritual experience of her own, is 
making scarcely any use of her gifts of 
training for the Lord. 

It troubles me, too, that we do not see 
alike on the question of amusements. I 
think her parents have no objection, and 
that probably accounts for her lack of 
prejudice against some things which I’ve 
come to feel are not safe for me, as a 
Christian, to indulge in. She likes to dance, 
though she does but rarely, and she enjoys 
“a good movie.” She respects my feelings, 
but does not sympathize. I think some- 
times, too, that she isn’t so strict in her 
friendships with boys, although I.am very 
sure she is conscientious, and would not 
dream of doing anything wrong. Perhaps 
some of this is due to her having been 
brought up in a minister’s: household, where 
it was almost inevitable that religious 
“duties” should be strictly observed. I 
rather think part of her attitude is one of 
reaction, trying to get out of the shadow 
of her family, as it were, and be independ- 
ent, live her own way. She admires her 
parents tremendously, and confides in them 
implicitly. In fact, I think she admires 
that part of me, for when I am called upon 
to perform some service, as leading the 
union prayer meeting of our churches, she 
has several times very sweetly expressed 
her pride in her friend. And I think she 
would not have me stop going to prayer 
meeting. 

But if we cannot pray together, and if 
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we cannot share Christ as the basis of 
friendship, I am so afraid it will not last! 
How can I lead her to something deeper 
that will make a sound foundation? I am 
so conscious that my own life is not a good 
illustration of what Jesus Christ can mean 
to a person. My “abiding” is so intermit- 
tent — it isn’t abiding at all. But I feel 
there is something anchoring my life, un- 
derneath all my pitiful failures, that I’m 
not sure she has, though often the “fruit 
of the Spirit” — gentleness, goodness, faith- 
fulness — are shown in her life more than 
in mine. I, know she has been brought up 
in a more liberal school of doctrine, and 
doesn’t take the Bible all in the sam- way 
that I do, or love the hope dt the 
Lord’s return. Her inspirations have 
come from speakers at conferences who 
do not think as I do, and mine have 
come from Camp Pinnacle, and the New 
England Fellowship, and sources of belief 
in God’s Word as the infallible truth. 

Do you suppose we can get together on 
the things that matter most, with all this 
considered? I keep thinking of those words 
of Amos, “Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?” And the fact that while 
we are together all the week we part on 
Sundays, and on all the occasions where 
there is a call for real spiritual fellowship, 
causes me much pain. Tell me, Mother 
Ruth, do you think there is anything I can 
do besides keep praying? 


The questions and answers in this de- 
partment are usually given in the same 
issue. But in this case, because of the 
complicated problem set forth in this 
letter, and the space required to dis- 
cuss it fully, Mother Ruth’s answer 
will be given in next week’s issue of 
the Times. 














Good News for the Friends of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission 














INCE the death of Ralph Norton, the 

beloved Founder and Director, with 

Mrs. Norton, of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, many are asking what will be- 
come of the Mission. God has greatly 
blessed the work for the past fifteen years, 
and now that he himself has taken Home 
one of the two leaders, the members of the 
Mission in Belgium and of the American 
Council are still looking confidently to 
God for wisdom and the supply of all their 
needs, 

The many friends of the Mission through- 
out the world will be glad to know that, in 
accordance with one of Mr. Norton’s last 
requests, Mrs. Norton has been made the 
Acting Director, and John C. Winston and 
O. Vansteenberghe, Associate Directors. 
This plan has been carried out with the 
full approval of the Mission staff in Bel- 
gium and the American Council. Mr. Win- 
ston, an American, has been in Belgium for 
twelve years, speaks French fluently, and 
has been the Assistant Director for a num- 
ber of years. Mr. Vansteenberghe, a Bel- 
gian, has been closely associated with Mr. 
and Mrs. Norton since the beginning of the 
work; he speaks French and Flemish, the 


two languages of Belgium, and English, 
all fluently. 


Every department of the Mission is man- 
aged according to a plan that has been 
successfully in effect since the eariy days 
of the organization. There are six Com- 
mittees directing the work: Executive, 
Personnel, Bible School, Business, Litera- 
ture, and Evangelistic. Years of experi- 
ence have proved this to be a wise method, 
and it is being followed today. 

The members of the Mission have suf- 
fered keenly during the last year and a 
half, not only because of the depression, 
but because of the variations in foreign ex- 
change. On April 11, 1933, $10 brought 
358 Belgian francs. On October 24 of this 
year $10 brought 213 francs. This is a 
drop of over forty per cent, caused by 
foreign exchange alone, in the salaries of 
a number of missionaries who were paid 
in dollars, 

In addition to this, the members of the 
Mission have not even been paid their full, 
stated salaries. The following figures show 
what percentages of the salaries have been 
paid for ten months of this year 1934: 
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January — full 

February — full 
March — 70 per cent 
April — 35 per cent 

May — 80 per cent 
June — 70 per cent 

July — 77.5 per cent 
August — full 

September — 35 per cent 
October — 75 per cent 


It is easy to imagine what hardships 
these reductions in their small incomes have 
brought to the workers of the Mission. 
Surely many friends who have been giving 
regularly will wish to increase their gifts 
to cover these deficits, and it is hoped that 
still others will become contributors to the 
work, 

Last week the Times quoted letters from 
readers who had already increased their 
gifts as a memorial to Mr. Norton, and 
suggested that, at this Christmas season, 
many may welcome the opportunity of 
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sharing in a special Norton Memory Do- 
nation. 

Jonathan G. Williams, an American who 
has been with the Mission in Belgium for 
eleven years (having had one furlough), 
has now come to the United States to be 
the Field Representative in America. He 
was one of the few friends privileged to 
be with Mr. Norton during his illness and 
at the time of his death. Mr. Williams has 
an intimate knowledge of all departments 
of the Mission, as well as of Belgium and 
her people, and those who would like to 
arrange for meetings with him may write 
the Beleian Gospel Mission, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 

All gifts for the Mission, or for the Nor- 
ton Memory Donation, should be sent either 
to the United States Treasurer, C. G. 
Trumbull, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia; or to the Canadian Treas- 
urer, R. V. Bingham, 366 Bay Street, To- 
ronto, Ontario, Can. 








Good questions for all the main 
school on the quarter's lessons 








Unusual Tests for Review Sunday 


By Geneva F. Walters, M.S. 














By Whom Spoken? 
For Young People and Adults 


Dmections: Give the name of the per- 
son speaking or writing the following: 


1. “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” 

2. “Understandest thou what thou read- 
est?” 

3. “Let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath.” 


4. “Son, why hast thou thus dealt with 
us?” 


5. “Grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” 

6. “What doth hinder me to be baptized?” 

7. “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.” 

8. “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God.” 


9. “Study to show thyself approved unto 
God.” 


10. “For all they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword.” 


ANSWERS 


. The Lord Jesus (John 15: 13). 

. Philip (Acts 8: 30). 

. Paul (Eph. 4: 26). 

" — wr of the Lord Jesus (Luke 2: 


¥ Peter (2 Pet. 3: 18). 
Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8: 36). 
Angel (Luke 2: 10). 
ser (1 John 5:1). 

aul (2 Tim. 2:15). 
Lord Jesus (Matt. 26: 52). 


True-False 
For Young People and Adults 


Dreections: Place a “T” in front of the 
true statements; place an “F” in frons of 
the false statements. 


1. The Lord Jesus taught that’ whatever 
one asks in prayer he will receive. 


SE SVAN SYNE 


tN 


. Some prayers are not acceptable to God. 

3. Success in the Christian life depends 
not on the largeness of accomplish- 
ment but on faithfulness to one’s ap- 
pointed task. 

4. Witnessing by life is more effective 
than witnessing by word. 

5. Inward change invariably modifies out- 
ward conduct. 

6. The main purpose of the Bible is to 
lead men to Christ. 

7. Growth in the Christian life occurs 
without effort on the part of the 
grower. 

8. The organized church is sanctioned by 
New Testament teachings. 

9g. Teaching. is an important ministry of 
the Christian Church. 

10. Devotion to Christ will manifest itself 

in love of one’s fellow men. 


Yes or No? 
For Intermediates and Young People 

Drections: Answer the following ques- 

tions with “Yes” or “No.” 

1. Does the Christian life involve any 
more than intellectual assent that 
the Lord Jesus is the Christ? 

2. Do parents owe any obligation to their 
children? 

3. Will religious education alone make 
Christians of men? 

4. Is witnessing by word as effective as 
witnessing in one’s life? 

5. Should prayer consist entirely of peti- 
tion? 

6. Is there likely to be any difference be- 
tween a Christian citizen and a 
“good” citizen? 

7. Does growth in the Christian life in- 
crease one’s effectiveness in ‘Chris- 
tian work? 

8. Are the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
about relations between individuals 
applicable to nations? 
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9. Is church membership an advantage to 
a young Christian? 

10. Is a “one-talent” man excusable for 
doing any less than his best? 
Completion 
For Juniors or Intermediates 
Dreections: Fill in the blank spaces 


with words that will make true statements, 
one word for each space. 


1. The Lord Jesus compared himself to 
the and his followers to the 











explained the Scriptures to an 
Ethiopian eunuch and later 
him. 

3. The Lord Jesus urged the disciples to 
pray in and not to use vain 














4. Paul in writing to the urges 
them to walk and redeem the 











5. When the Lord Jesus was 
old, his parents took him to 
to attend a feast. 


6. All the law is fulfilled in the one word, 


years 








7. In the of the , related by 
the Lord Jesus, the master gave to 
his three servants according to their 
respective abilities. 

8. and expounded the way 
of God more perfectly unto 

9. After the Lord added to the 

daily such as were 

10. The Lord Jesus said, “Ye shall be 
































. .. unto the part 
of the yg! 

ANSWERS 
1. John 15: 5. 6. Galatians 5: 14 
2. Acts 8: 35, ay 7. Matthew 25: 15. 
3. Matthew 6:6, 7. 8. Acts 18: 24, 26. 
4. Ephesians 5: 15,16. 9. Acts 2: 47. 
5. Luke 2: 42. 10. Acts 1:8. 


One-Word Answer 
For Juniors 


Drrections: Each of the following can 
be answered by a single word. 


1. To what did the Lord Jesus compare 
himself ? 


2. What book of the Bible was the Ethio- 
pian eunuch reading? 


3. Who baptized him? 


4. If we expect to be forgiven, what must 
we do? 


5. When found in the Temple to whom 
was the Lord Jesus talking? 


6. What did the Lord Jesus say his fol- 
lowers were in the world? 


7. What were given to the servants of 
the man who traveled into a far 
country? 


8. Who wrote 1 Thessalonians? 


9. Who was instructed in the way of God 
by Aquila and Priscilla? 


10. Where was the Lord Jesus born? 


ANSWERS 


« Vine (John 15: 1). ~ 
. Isaiah (Acts 8: 30). 

Philip (Acts 8: 38). 

Forgive (Matt. 6: 14). 
Doctors (Luke 2: 46). 

. Salt, light (Matt. 5: 13, 14). 
Talents (Matt. 25:14, 15). 

. Paul (1 Thess. 1:1). 

. Apollos (Acts 18: 24, 26). 

. Bethlehem (Luke 2:15, 16). 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 30. TESTS OF A CHRISTIAN 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 John 5: 1-12 


Golden Text.—Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and a se | one that loveth him that begat 
loveth him also that is begotten of him.—1 John 5:1 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 John 5:1 Whosoever belieyeth that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also 
that is begotten of him. 

2 By this we know that we. love the children of God, when we 
love God, and keep his commandments. 

3 For ‘this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not grievous. 

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; 
not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that 
berg witness, because the Spirit is truth. 

For there are three that bear record in heaven, the. Father, 

the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 
And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and 

rr water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. 

9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: 
for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 

10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in him- 
self: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he 
believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 

11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is 
begotten of God: and whosoever loveth him that begat loveth him 
also that is begotten of him. 2 Hereby we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God. and do his commandments. 3 
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and 
his commandments are not grievous. 4 For whatsoever ds begotten 
of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory’ that hath 
overcome the world, even our faith. 5 And who is he that over- 
cometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God? 6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; 
not * with the water only, but * with the water and * with the blood. 
7 And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is 
the truth. 8 For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and 
the water, and the blood: and the three agree in one. o If we 
receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for the 
witness of God is this, that he hath borne witness concerning his 
Son. 10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
him: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he 
hath not believed in the witness that God hath borne concerning his 
Son. 11 And the witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath the 
life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not the life. 








and this life is in his Son. 


12 He that hath the Sen hath life; and he that hath not the Son 


of God hath not life. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


’ By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE world is forever testing the pro- 
fessing Christian—and condemning 
him. The unbeliever comes to church 
and watches the men who take up the of- 
fering, or who give out the elements at 
communion. He has rubbed elbows with 
these men in business, and he frequently 
says, “If these men are Christians, I do 
not want to have anything todo with Chris- 
tianity.” Yet the world’s tests are not so 
severe nor so high as the tests of the Word 
of God. To reach the Bible standard is 
to meet every test in the rough and tumble 
of business and social and school life. In 
the past twelve lessons, twelve searching 
tests have been studied, and these are 
summed up in the verses in First John. 
John wrote his Gospel that we might 
believe, and have eternal life. He wrote 
his Epistle that we might know that 
we have eternal life—and that the world 
might know. Does the world know? What 
s “the Gospel according to you”? 


The Historical Setting 

John the Apostle wrote his first letter 
late in the first century, perhaps near A. D, 
100, probably after the writing of the Gos- 
pel. It may have been written to the 
seven churches addressed in the Revelation, 


Verse by Verse 

1 John 5:1.—Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ. This is saving faith, 
—not the belief of demons (Mark 1: 24; 
Jas. 2: 19), nor of unconvicted men (John 
2: 23, 24), but faith revealed by the Father 
(Matt. 16:16, 17). Yet it is simple — just 
believing that Jesus is the Christ, and all 
that this involves. (Test: a Christian is 


1Gr., in. 
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a believer.) Is born of God. This is God’s 
miracle part. Our part is to receive, and 
this also we do by his grace. The Jews 
did not believe, and so did not receive 
(John 1: 11), but those who did were born 
of the Spirit (John 1:12; 3:3, 5, 6, 8). 
(Test: a Christian is one who has been 
born again, or born of the Spirit.) Waho- 
soever ... loveth him that begat. It is 


‘taken for granted that one born of God 


will love God; faith works through love, 
and the effect of being born again is to 
love God. (Test: a Christian loves God.) 
Loveth him also that is begotten. The 
family love includes all the children. The 
love of God, shed abroad by the Holy 
Spirit, must go out also to the children. 
(Test: a Christian is one who loves his 
brethren —1 John 3: 14.) 

Verse 2—We know that we love the 
children . . . when we love God, and keep 
his commandments. Genuine love for God, 
evidenced by doing his will, is the test 
of whether our love for the brethren is 
real. Note that he commands to love the 
brethren (4:21). (Test: a Christian is 
obedient to his Lord.) 

Verse. 3.—This is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments. Doing the 
will of the loved one, gladly, from the 
heart, is the evidence of love. So our 





While the lesson for December 30 is 
not the usual review lesson, yet it 
lends itself readily to a review of the 
past quarter. The subjects of the les- 
sons may well be considered as “Tests 
of a Christian,” as Mr. McQuilkin has 
done in his article on this and the 
following pages. In addition, on page 
822, there is a fine set of review tests 
by Mrs. Walters, 
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Lord taught (John 14: 15, 21, 23, 24). His 
commandments are not grievous. For love 
delights to do them. His yoke is easy 
(Matt. 11:29, 30). Note the two com- 
mandments from which all others flow (1 
John 3:23). (Test: a Christian delights 
to do God’s will — Psa. 40:8; Heb. 8: 10.) 


Verse 4.—For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world. This explains why 
the commandments are not grievous; the 
child of God has power to conquer every- 
thing contrary to the will of God, that is, 
everything “in the world” (cf. 1 John 2: 
15-17). This is the victory ... our faith, 
Because through faith we are begotten of 
God (cf. v. 5). (Test: a Christian is vic- 
torious over the world, the flesh and the 
Devil.) 


Verse 5.—He that believeth that Jesus 
is the Son of God. Compare with verse 
I, and note how this whole passage is an 
exposition of John 20:31 (cf. alsé 1 John 
2:22; 43°18). 

Verse 6.—He that came by water and 
blood, Referring to the baptism of our 
Lord, and his death (cf. John 1:29). 
These were our Lord’s two baptisms, in 
water and in blood (Luke 12:50; Mark 
10:39). Not by water only. Probably re- 
ferring to the Gnostic heresy that “the 
Christ” came upon Jesus at his baptism, 
and left him on the cross (cf. 2:22 and 
see Special Topics.) Jt is the Spirit that 
beareth witness. At his baptism and 
throughout the ministry (cf. John 1: 32- 
34). The Spirit is truth, “The truth” 
(cf. John 14:6, 17). 

Verse 7.—Three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost. The words from “in heaven” 
to “in earth”. (v. 8) are an insertion, not 
in the original, but added in the margin 
of the Vulgate (the Latin sceneries? by 
some Latin scribe. ae 
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Verse 8.—The Spirit, and the water, and 
the blood. All witnessing that Jesus is 
the. Christ, the Son of God, and that 
through believing in him we have eternal 
life. 

Verse 11.—This is the record. The wit- 
ness. This life is m his Son. The great 
teaching with which John opened both his 
Gospel and his Epistle (John 1: 4; 1 John 
1:1, 2). (Test: a Christian has eternal 
life. ) 

Verse 12.—He that hath the Son hath 
life. “Hath the life.’ He has given us 
eternal life by giving us Christ Jesus him- 
self, in whom is the life, who is the life 
giver, who is the life (John 14:6; 5: 24- 
26, 29; 11:25). He that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life. The dread alternative 
stated here as always; it is a choice be- 
tween Christ and death (John 1:11, 12; 
3:16; 3:36; 5:29). (Test: a Christian 
is one who has Christ living within — Gal. 
2: 20.) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Paul summed up the Christian life in 
four triumphant words, translated by six 
words in English: “To me to live is 
Christ!” ‘This is the message of John also. 
Jesus, the One whom John saw and han- 
dled, was the Word of Life, was himself 
the ‘Life (1 John 1: 1-3; John 1: 1-5, 14). 
Jesus himself: is the test of the Christian 
life at every point. He is the object of 
our faith; we are to believe the facts 
concerning him, and thus believe and trust 
him. (John 20:31). He himself then be- 
comes our life, first by becoming our right- 
eousness, having died in our place, so that 
righteousness is ours. But he becomes our 
life also by dwelling within us, and giving 
us power for living in victory over the 
world: He is the standard of that life. 
We are to love one another as he loved 
us. We are to walk even as he walked. 
He is the object of our love. To learn to 
love him is to love God and to love our 
fellow men. And love is the fulfilling of 
the law. Grace does not excuse us from 
keeping God’s commandments. Every 
Christian is challenged to live in victory, 
as Paul did, and as John did. We may, 
like them, say with truth, “To me to live 
is Christ.” Are we saying it? Surren- 
der and believe for victory! 


Lesson Outlines 


ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 

1. Witness of the Word (John 1: 12; 
3:36; 5:24; 1 John 5: 1-13). 

2. Witness of the Spirit (1 John 5 
2. 10: 2::40,: 24, 25; 27;°a:2; Rom. 8: 
16; Gal. 4:6). 

3. Witness of the Life (1 John 5: 2-5; 
2: 3-6, 15-17; 3: 4-11). 

Our THREEFOLD VICTORY 

In Charles G. Trumbull’s “The Life 
That Wins,” he sums up the needs of 
his ‘life as a defeated Christian in the 
following three words, which we may 
take as outlining the tests of a Christian 
in the twelve lessons of the past quarter 
(see under Applications) : 

1. Fellowship with Christ: Lessons 1, 
2, 3, 11. 

2. Freedom from sinning: Lessons 4, 
5, 7, 8 

3. Fruitbearing in witnessing : Lapeete 
1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from ioe 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
13. December 30.—Tests of a Christian. 
1 John 5: 1-12 
First Quarter, 1935 
. January 6.—Peter’s Conversion and Call. 
John 1 : 29-42; Mark 1 : 14-39 
2. January 13.—Peter’s Great Confession. 
Matthew 16 ; 13-28; Luke 9 : 18-36; 
1 Peter 2:5, 6 
3. January 20—Peter’s Lesson in Humble 
Service ...... John 13:1-17; 1 Peter 5:5 
4. January 27.—Peter’s Denial ..Mark 14 : 12-72 
5. February 3.—Peter’s Restoration. 
Mark 16:7; John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23 
6. February 10.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 
CODE 5s oe Kicbscccecevebedsiiocadecsereis Acts 2 
7. February 17.—Peter Teaches Good Citi- 
zenship (Temperance Lesson). 
1 Peter 2: 11-17; 4: 1-5 
8 February 24.—Peter Heals a Lame Man. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:31! 
9. March 3.—Peter Unmasks Falsehood and 
Hypocrisy ...........5 Acts 5: 1-42; 8 : 4-25 








Joun’s Tests or Lire 

1. Life through faith —in Christ, Son 
of God. 2. Through the Spirit — who 
witnesses to Christ. 3. Expressed in love 
to God—revealed in Christ. 4. Ex- 
pressed in obedience —to Christ’s com- 
mands. 5. Expressed in love to the breth- 
ren—as Christ loved us. 6. Resulting 
in victory—through Christ who con- 
quered the world. 7. Through the in- 
dwelling Christ — who is the Life. 


Note: Under Verse by Verse these 
tests of a Christian are indicated. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Saving Faith. There are three elements 
in true faith for salvation. 1. I believe the 
facts that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, who died for our sins. 2. I am per- 
sonally convicted that I am a lost sinner 
and that Christ died for me personally. 3. 
I commit myself to him, accepting him as 
my own personal Saviour. Thus, intellect, 
emotion, and will are all involved. This 
faith includes true repentance for sin, and 
it includes surrender of the life. 


Message of First John. The theme is 
“Fellowship with God through Christ,” or 
more fully stated: “Eternal life, presented 
as fellowship with a holy God through 
Christ our Saviour, who is the Life, by 
the Holy Spirit.” The letter is a study 
in contrasts: light and darkness, God and 
Satan, true knowing and false knowing, 
truth and error, love and hate, Christ and 
Antichrist, righteousness and sin, love of 
God and love of the world, eternal life and 
death, true God and idols. Note the great 
characteristic words, such as love, light, 
truth, abiding, — characteristic also of the 
Gospel of John. Note the remarkable 
parallel expressions : having fellowship with 
God, keeping his commandments, knowing 
God, knowirg the truth, seeing God, believ- 
ing, having eternal life, loving God, loving 
men, abiding in God, abiding in the Spirit, 
in light, in the truth, in him. The letter 
warns against the Gnostics (false “know- 
ers”), w.io taught that matter was evil 
and drew from this the conclusion that 
they were sinless, regardless of outward 
actions; some Gnostics taught that Jesus 
did not have a real body (docetism), since 
matter is evil; others that Jesus was not 
the Christ, but that the “Christ” came 
upon Jesus at his baptism and left him on 
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the cross (1:1, 6, 8, 10; 2:4,.18, 19, 22- 
26; 3:7; 4: 3-6, 15; 5: 5-10). 

Other Special Topics. Assurance of sal- 
vation (see Lesson Outlines). The Trin- 
ity. Law and Grace. Comparison of First 
John and the Gospel of John (specially 
John 1:1-18 and John 14 to 17). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Believe and live. Let not this lesson 
go by without having every student face 
the definite question of believing in Christ 
for salvation. The alternative is rejecting 
him, a very definite choice. 


Believe and know. Make the other choice 
clear,— that between having assurance of 
salvation, or making God a liar (1 John 5: 
TO, 13). 

Love one another, and keep his com- 
mandments. To believe and to love is to 
keep his commandments, for these two sum 
up. the commandments (1 John 3: 23), 
parallel with the sum of the law as supreme 
love to God and love to man (Matt. 22: 
37-40). 

Live a victorious life! That is what John 
is describing,— victory over the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil, victory by the 
power of Christ, victory through. faith. 


The Twelve Tests of the Lessons. 1. 
Am I abiding in Christ, having fellowship 
and fruitbearing? 2. Do I love and use 
the Bible? 3. Am I faithful and fruitful 
in prayer? 4. Do I live, in daily conduct, 
a new life in the Spirit, different from the 
flesh? 5. Do I have a zeal for growing 
in grace and knowledge, and am I grow- 
ing? 6. As a citizen, and a neighbor, do 
I make for peace by observing the law of 
love? 7. Am I a faithful church member, 
honoring my character as “salt” and 
“light”? 8. As a steward in the use of 
my money and all my talents, do I merit, 
by his grace, the words “Well done”? 9. 
Am I a faithful witness, seeking to win 
men, by the power of the Spirit? 10. Am 
I a student and teacher of the Bible, han- 
dling aright the Word of truth? 11. Dol 
faithfully attend and worthily partake of 
the Lord’s Supper? 12. Am I making my 
home count for Christ in all possible ways? 


Cotumpstia, S. C. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


He did the Lord Jesus himself, in words 
spoken to Peter, confirm the statement 
of the first clause in 1 John 5:1? 

2. Where else does John connect the life 
that is in Christ with love of our brethren in 
bee 

What is the one essential root of all 
Ctrstian living ? 

What always accompanies such a living 
faith ? 

5. Is it possible to believe in Christ and 
not be saved? 

6. What is the difference between “head” 
belief and “heart” belief ? 

7- Can you mention a dozen or more char- 
acteristic words that occur again and again 
in 1 John, most of which are also character- 
“ of John’s Gospel? 

ohn mentions the purpose of writing 
his’ 1 in John 20:31. Can you -find 
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Lesson for December 30 


four statements in 1 John in which he tells 
why he is writing 

9. If a man does not love his brother, or 
does not forgive him for some injury, does 
he cease to be a Christian? 


10. What two commandments did Christ 
say summed up the whole law? What two 
commandments did John give in his Epistle 
as summing up the will of God? Are they 
the same? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 827. ™ 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and oo carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected ty the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Iilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
ef the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
Submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Is Nature a Saviour?—Whosoever be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
God (Golden Text). “Do you suppose I 
could help some man, who came to me 
utterly bowed down with a sense of spir- 
itual failure, by saying to him: ‘Go to 
the Isle of Man for a week: the mountains 
will forgive you your ‘sins, the dawn will 
fill you with new life, the flowers will make 
your soul clean and fragrant, the sea 
breezes will cleanse your secret impurity 
of soul’? No! He wants something that 
nature can never give him; Some One to 
whom nature will never introduce him. 
He wants a personal Saviour.”—From 
Leslie D. Weatherhead, in “Jesus and Our- 
selves.’ The Abingdon Press. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. Prise 
illustration. 


The Deity of Christ.—Whosoever be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
God (Golden Text). Two gentlémen were 
once disputing on the divinity of Christ. 
One of them who argued against it said, 
“If it were true, it certainly would have been 
expressed in more clear and unequivocal 
terms.” “Well,” said the other, “admitting 
that you believed it, were you authorized 
to teach it, and allowed to use your own 
language, how would you express the doc- 
trine to make it indubitable?” “I would 
say,” replied he, “that Jesus Christ is the 
true God.” “You are very happy,” re- 
joined. the other, “in the choice of your 
words; for you have happened to hit upon 
the very words of inspiration. St. John, 
speaking of the Son, says, ‘This is the true 
God, and eternal life’” (1 John 5: 20).— 
From “Moral and Religious Anecdotes.” 
Sent by J. H. Todd, East Malvern, Vic., 
Australia. 


A Little Boy — and Ourselves.—K cep 
his commandments (1 John 5:3). Some 
Christians have the same idea of these com- 
mandments as a little boy who was playing 
with his sister. A most unpleasant woman 
who lived near had been finding fault with 
them, and the boy said, “I just hate her.” 
His little sister, greatly shocked, said, “Oh, 
no! The Bible say$ we must love. every 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


one.” “Oh, well,” he remarked, “old Mrs. 
Blank wasn’t born when that was written.” 
Isn’t that the idea some of us seem to have 
about the requirements of God’s Word?— 
From Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


In the Tunnel.—He that believeth on 
the Son of God hath the witness in him- 
self (v. 10). A man once came to his pas- 
tor and said: “I was filled with joy in 
the service yesterday, and now all is gone, 
and I do not know what to do. It is dark 
as night.” “I am glad,” was the reply. 
He looked at his pastor with astonishment, 
and said: “What do you mean?” “Yes- 
terday God gave you joy, and today he 
sees you are resting on your emotions in- 
stead of on Christ, so he has taken the 
feelings away in order to turn you to 
Christ. You have lost your joy, but you 
have Christ none the less. Did you ever 
pass through a tunnel?” “Yes, often.” 
“Did you, because it was dark, become mel- 
ancholy and alarmed?” “Of course not!” 
“And did you after a while come out again 
into the light?” “I am out now!” he cried, 
“it is all right, feelings or no feelings !”— 
From The Expositor. Sent by Mamie D. 
Smith, Petersburg, Va. 


God’s Loving and Giving.—God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son (v. 11). Peter Mackenzie, a Meth- 
odist preacher of a generation ago, living 
in England, preached a sermon from John 
3:16. Gipsy Smith tells us that the 
preacher said, after announcing the text: 
“There are two striking things in my text: 
When God loves, he loves a world. When 
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“Who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 7 


IJonhnn 3:5 
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he gives, he gives his Son.” Such is the 
boundless love of the eternal Father of 
mankind.—Sent by Mrs: M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Without a Battery.—He that hath the 
Son (v. 12). The Gospel that deals with 
sin without the cross is just as valuable 
as a flashlight from which you have taken 
the battery—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Mrs. P. W. Evans, Britton, Tex. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we bow before thee today in humble thanks- 
giving, that the life offered through our Lord 
Jesus Christ is not by our merit, but through 
his grace and mercy. We pray that in ordinary 
affairs of every day, we may show forth that 
which the Lord has done for us, not that we 
may be noticed or praised, but that his name 
may be honored in ways open to every one 
of us. May we bear his name less unworthily 
before others, and trust him for strength. May 
we live victoriously in the midst of many cares 
and temptations. May we be able to say with 
the great apostle, “For to me to live is Christ.” 
In his dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How constantly we 
are tested as Christians! One great test 
set forth in our lesson is of the very first 
importance, and that is our belief on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, the only 
begotten Son of God. We may well rest 
down hard on that test, for without it all 
the other tests will be as nothing. Out of 
belief comes love, and life, and service, and 
all the rest that marks us as Christians. 
Missionaries say that in China you can pick 
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A Christian acrostic 
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*Fesous = Jesus 
CHristos: Christ 
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‘Uios -theSon 
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out the Christians in a crowd by the look 
on their faces. In the home, in school, in 
business, on the athletic field, are we likely 
to be picked out as Christians, by our ways, 
and our words, and the very look on the 
face? As one woman said of her husband: 
“He is as good a Christian as ever there 
was, but you never would think it from his 
daily life.’ Poor soul, what a time she 
must have had with that so-called Chris- 
tian! What we really need is to have the 
Lord test us in his own loving ways, and 
to trust him fully and freely. That is the 
lesson of the Christian life, as it runs all 
through the lessons of this quarter’s study. 
Let us pray. 





Questions for a written review, to be 
dictated from the desk, and answered in 
writing. 

1, What does abiding in Christ mean? 

2. Why should we find time for Bible 
study ? 

3. What are some of the evils to be 
avoided as Christians? 

4. What are some of the helps toward 
Christian growth, after we have accepted 
Christ as Saviour? 

5. What are some of the things a Chris- 
tian citizen can do for his country? 

6. Why should a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ join the church? 

7. What does it mean to be a witness for 
Christ? 


8. What are some of the differences be- 
tween a home that is a Christian home and 
one that is not? 


9. Name several tests of a Christian. 


10. In what ways do I want to be a bet- 
ter Christian? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: Strips of litmus paper. 
Three glasses, of different kinds, con- 
taining the following different liquids: 
white or distilled vinegar, with five 
parts of water; plain water; a solu- 
tion of washing soda or lye. 











ODAY we have a row of glasses of 

different liquids which all look alike, 
and we are going to give them all the 
acid test. If they are acid, our litmus 
paper will turn red or pink, and if they 
are free from acid, the paper will remain 
as it is or turn bluer. (Test the differ- 
ent liquids.) 

Isn’t it strange? The appearance of 
the liquid didn’t make a bit of difference 
in the result, did it? And the kind of 
glass didn’t make any difference. Just 
one thing mattered: whether there was 
acid in the liquid. 

Do you know what the acid test of a 
Christian is? Just one thing. Is it beauty? 
Somebody says Mrs. Jones must be a 
Christian, she is so beautiful in face and 
character. But she does not believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Is it brains? Professor Knowitall can 
read ten languages, and translate the Bible 
from the original manuscripts, and teaches 
in a theological seminary, but he denies 
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the deity of Christ and the Virgin Birth. 

Is it good works? Mr. Generosity gives 
abundantly to every good work, he gives 
to the poor, he built a hospital,—but he 
is going to take his chance with God. No, 
he doesn’t believe in Jesus Christ at all, 
but he is sure God isn’t going to turn 
down a man with so many good works 
to his credit. 

Have you guessed what the-.acid test of 
the Christian is? Just one thing. What 
think ye of Christ? Whose Son is he? 

Mopesto, CAL, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Too Good to Be True.”—W hosoever 
believeth that Jesus ts the Christ ts born 
of God. ... By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God, 
and keep his commandments (1 John 5:1, 
2). “Say, them there two divine say-so’s 
makes a fellow set up and take notis.” And 
the rolling mill man was right. Think of 
it for a few seconds: By simply believing 
Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One, the 
Son of God, you, your very self are “born 
of God.” Born of God!—then his off- 
spring. “Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God” (1 John 3:2; Rom. 8:14). 

But here is the great word for it, the 
great idea of it, the great birth of it: 
“BELIEVETH.” Remember what the 
man said to Jesus with tears? “Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief.” Note, 
“with tears.” There are, I am afraid, mul- 
titudes of Christians who do not believe 
with tears. Who do not believe with caps, 
but only believe with lower case, and I 
know some who believe in nonpareil. 
Saved? Sure. 

But now swing into that second verse. 
What child of God is it for whom you 
have a dislike and so express it? I know 
a man, redeemed from a life of crime, 
who for years has been a fisher of men in 
the scum and mud of a great city. I have 
been a small supporter of his work from 
its small beginning and have spoken in his 
Rescue Mission, 

The other day I was in the company of 
a body of Christian men, not one of whom, 
I rather expect, was ever in a slum work. 
They were “knocking” this great city mis- 
sionary. All sat silent but me. I said, 
“Do you know what that man would say 
if he heard your criticism? ‘Since you 
think I am clownish in my methods, I won- 
der if you know what Dan Rice, the clown, 
said when the mule kicked him.’” They 
didn’t know. “ ‘Dan looked at the mule and 
grinned and said, “I consider the source!”’ 
The idea of you swivel chair Christians 
slamming the man out on the firing line.” 
Jerry McAuley got it. Harry Monroe got 
it. And whew! don’t Billy Sunday get it! 
I get it, and you'll get it when you obey 
“his commandments” and go where the 
lost lie in the bonds of Satan. 


Why God Sent the Lord Jesus.—His 
commandments are not grievous (v. 3). 
One time a year or two ago when we had 
the Ten Corimandments IF took for my les- 
son that day with the Iron Rosers, “Thou 
shalt not steal.” I had a big bunch of all 
sorts presenti. I said, “Will every man who 
has never stolen in his life hold up his 
hand?” Not a hand.. Then, “Will every 
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one of the thieves hold up his hand?” Not 
a hand. “It’s a tie vote,” I cried, “and I 
decide in favor of the position, every one 
of you is a thief!” Of course this was all 
in fun, and after the free and easy Iron 
Rose way. 

To prove that crookedness is one of the 
most prevalent of sins, the most prolific 
breaker of the commandments, I said, “Be- 
fore coming to class this morning I - have 
read Dr. Jefferson’s statement that there 
were more names for stealing than for any 
other crime. So I wrote down all the 
names I could think of. I have two dozen 
plus one. I will read them off, and when 
one of them suits any of you let that man 
stand up and whistle, and we can see what 
you look like!” Then I read the list. 
Here it is. Maybe you can suggest others 


Thief Swindler Brigand 
Burglar Cheat Highwayman 
Robber Grafter Footpad 
Pickpocket Bribe Taker Purloiner 
Shoplifter Pilferer Marauder 
Forger Filcher Smuggler 
Defaulter Raider Poacher 
Embezzler Plunderer Road Agent 


SWIPER. As I called this word “Swiper” 
and no one stood up, of course, I said, “If 
you would give honest testimony, every 
one of you would be on his feet instead 
of sitting there with a grin.” Then I went 
on to speak the truth when I said, “Every 
mother’s son of you began to steal the day 
you were big enough to push a chair to 
where the jellies and the cookies were 
stored to the cracker you “pinched” (that’s 
another one) only the other day. Because 
we are all such a bad lot is why God had 
to send his only begotten Son to save us 
from stealing and the other nine. 


“The Lifers.”—He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life (v. 12). We humans 
are a most unperfect lot. We are Chris- 
tians all right, but we are in Paul’s class 
(Rom, 7: 14-25). 

That “bird” who is out of Christ, and 
looking upon us with all our many faults 
in the Christian church, is the “old rooster” 
who jumps up on the fence, flaps his criti- 
cal wings, and crows, “Hyp-hyp-hyp-o- 
crit!” He gives the church absent treat- 
ment “because it is so full of hypocrites.” 

A Quaker church in the West. has just 
sent me its weekly “Calendar.” -Here is 
a good wise crack I find from our “Plain” 
Friends. “Don’t stay away because the 
church is not perfect. How lonesome you 
would feel in a perfect church!” I hope 
you get the force of that —the italics are 
mine to rivet your attention. 

Here is another one from these same 
Quakers, “Let us go to church that we 
may feel at home when we reach Heaven.” 

Our text is about life. The life that 
comes through the Son, who said, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life.” _I belong 
to a popular club in Philadelphia called 
the “Union League.” It has 3,000 mem- 
bers and 4,300 hammering at the gates to 
get in. If the gate opens for the man 
he pays $300 admittance and $137.50 a year 
for dues and taxes— unless he is a “life 
member.” They pay not one cent. They 
are the old fellows who have been faithful 
to the club through the long years. 

Now you don’t have to wait long years 
to become a “Life Member” of the Greatest 
Club there ever was or is. This- club: is 
known as “The Elect.” All you have ‘to 
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do is to accept the Son for “he: that hath 
the Son hath life.” I like to sit around 
the League and make friends with these 
“Old Lifers.” They like to pass on their 
garnered wisdom to us young fellows. Note 
this: almost every League Lifer is a Chris- 
tian, That is why we mix so well. Here, 
for the twenty-seventh time, is “Happy 
New Year to you!” and “The same to you.” 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. “God so loved ... that he gave...” 
2. How we may know that we are saved. 
3. How we may show our love for him. 











EGIN the lesson by asking the children 

to repeat last week’s Memory Verse 
(John 3:16), each putting his or her own 
name into it. Stress again the wonder of 
God’s Son coming to die for us; then read 
today’s portion (1 John 5: 1-13), explain- 
ing it simply. 

John was writing to Christians (v. 13), 
to those who believed that the one who 
had been crucified at Calvary was truly 
God’s Son. But although they believed, 
they had no assurance of what his death 
meant to them personally. 

Many boys and girls believe on the Lord 
Jesus when they are small, because they 
come from Christian homes and have been 
taught about him all their lives, but only 
an assurance of personal salvation will 
keep them true to the Lord as they grow 
older. Verse 12 makes it clear how we 
may each one have a personal assurance 
of salvation. Illustrate this point by speak- 
ing of a man drowning in the sea. A life 
line with a life belt attached is thrown 
to him. The man may see the life belt, 
he may believe that he can be saved by 
it, he may even hope to be saved by it, 
but he will drown nevertheless unless he 
takes hold of it. Once we take Christ as 
our Saviour, he holds us. , 

How lovely it is that we can know that 
we are saved, and be certain that one day 
we will go to be with the Lord Jesus! 
What can we do to show that we love 
him? Our Memory Verse (1 John 5: 3a) 
tells us it is by keeping his commandments. 
We can show our love for him in hundreds 
of ways, can we not? For example, by 
letting our hands be kind, helpful hands; 
and our feet always ready to run errands 
for older people. Then there are our 
tongues. Let us be careful that they always 
speak the truth, and never say unkind or 
thoughtless things which may hurt others. 
Then, too, God’s Word tells us to keep our 
eyes “looking unto Jesus.” How can we 
do that, do you ask? By reading his 
Word, and often talking to him in prayer, 
and by always putting him first in every- 
thing. ; 

Let me tell you how a little girl showed 
her love for the Lord Jesus. One day she 
went to sit with a sick friend instead of 
going for a picnic with her school chums. 
I am sure the Lord Jesus was very pleased 
because she did it for his sake, and one 
day he will say to her, “Inasmuch as’ ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
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Would you not like to hear him say that 
to 
_ Expression Work 


Let the children look up 1 Corinthians 
10: 31 and Colossians 3:17, and then learn 
the following lines by heart: 


Christ has no hands but our hands to do His 
work today ; 

He has no feet but our feet to lead men in 

is way. 

He has no tongue but our tongue to tell men 
how He died; 

He has no help but our’ help to bring them 
to His side. 

We are the only Bible the careless world 
will read; 

We are the sinner’s Gospel; we are the 
scoffer’s creed. 

We are the Lord’s last message given in deed 
and word — 

What if the type be crooked? What if the 
print be blurred ? 

What if our hands be busy with other work 
than His? 

What if our feet are walking where sin’s 
allurement is? 

What if our tongues are speaking of things 
His lips would spurn? 

How can we hope to help Him and hasten His 
return? 


York, Ene. —Annie Johnson Flint. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 30) 


1. “And Simon Peter answered and said, 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 16: 
16, 17). 

2. “We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He’ that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death” (1 John 3: 14). 


3. Saving faith in Jesus Christ, without 
which no man can please the Lord, or live 
his life here or hereafter (Heb. 11:6; John 
14363 2: 3a; 6: 493 20: 31). 

4. Love: love for Him who saves and for 
all others whom He saves, love that expresses 
itself in deeds of service in His name. The 
whole letter of James gives clear teaching 
on this point. 

5. A “belief” is spoken of in the New Tes- 
tament which is not saving faith, such as that 
of the men in Jerusalem who believed because 
of the miracles, but Jesus did not commit 
himself to them because they evidently did not 
commit themselves to him, and were not born 
again (John 2: 23 to 3:3). Another belief 
that does not save is that of the demons who 
believe and tremble (Jas. 2:19). Saving 
faith includes personal trust in the Saviour. 


6. The only way we can believe is with our 
minds, and we should not seek for some spe- 
cial kind of emotional belief of “the heart.” 
The “heart” in the Bible usage is the seat of 
the intellect as well as the emotions, and to 
believe with the heart means to believe heart- 
ily and truly. What is meant by a “mere” 
head belief should more accurately be called 
“lip belief” (compare Jas. 2: 14). 

7. Love, light, truth, abiding, know, little 
children, beloved, righteous, sin, hate, dark- 
ness, world, commandment, eternal life. 

8. That we may have fellowship with God 
(1 John 1:3), that our joy may be. full (1: 
4), that we may not sin (2:1), that we may 
know that we have eternal life (5: 13). 

9. A. Christian who does not love his 
brother is acting contrary to his true nature, 
is in defeat, and needs to get back into the 
place of abiding with Christ. This does not 
mean that he ceases to be a Christian. God 
will chastise him, even to the point of death 
(1 Cor. 11: 30); his body may be destroyed, 
but his spirit saved by grace (1 Cor. 5:5). 
If a man has no love for the brethren, this 
ba indicate that he is not a Christian at 


10. Supreme love to God and love to man 
(Matt. 22: 37-40). To believe in Christ and 
love one another (1 Jo 3:23). Love to 
God is expressed by faith in the Lord Jesus, 
and this in turn works out in love to men. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The test of the Christian life: 


Is Christ living in me? To what ex- 
tent? In what ways? 











as ye the beauty of Jesus be seen in 
me” is the state-wide motto for this 
year of an intercollegiate group in a 
Southern state, who want to exalt Christ 
on their campuses. “All His wonderful 
passion and purity” must g6 into the re- 
flection of his perfect beauty of character, 
for true beauty is no mere surface attrac- 
tion. It is the resulting loveliness of strong, 
deep-hidden roots, flowering and fruiting 
in that combination and balance of all good- 
ness, which, without argument, is recog- 
nized by all beholding it. 

Christ, then, must live in your girls who 
are his, if “the beauty of Jesus” is to be seen 
in them and if they are to win others to long 
for him. Does this not take us right back 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories ** 
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to the very first Golden Text for this series 
of lessons on The Christian Life: John 
15:4: “Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, ex- 
cept it abide in the vine; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me’? True beauty 
is the outflow of the hidden springs of life, 
no mere ornament put on for any or even 
for all occasions, “The beauty of Jesus,” 
after which some of your young hearts 
must be deeply yearning, comes only from 
such abiding-life in him. 

You can help these longing young hearts, 
with this lesson, by thinking with them 
through the twelve phases or evidences of 
this abiding-life that have been our Sun- 
day school studies lately. Presuming that 
faith in him has already resulted in a vital 
union with him, our first lesson considered 
the fellowship, or sharing of his life. 

How much and in what specific ways do 
your girls share the life of Christ Jesus? 
The constant, worshipful use of the Bible; 
praying like unto his own unbroken com- 
munion with his Father; loyal support of 
the services and work of his church—es- 
pecially the mystical fellowship of the 
Lord’s Supper—these are some of the 
major ways in which the life that ts Christ 
Jesus may be shared, partaken of, partici- 
pated in, by your girls. 

The extent to which his life is express- 
ing himself through his followers may be 
tested in these fruits of it, among others 
that might be studied if time allowed: 
Are your girls gladly denying themselves 
for others, living truly temperate lives? 
Are they learning, even in youth, to be- 
come such citizens of their lands as shall 
make Christ known in every relationship 
of the community? What kind of stew- 
ards of their rich possession of youth are 
they? How are they using time, talents, 
opportunities, influence, money? Are they 
really trying to witness, by life and lips, 
for the Saviour they know and love? Are 
their lives teaching others anything of him 
whose they are and whom they should be 
serving? How much of Christ do they 
daily live in their own homes? Are they 
growing in his likeness? Can you, their 
teacher and friend, see any progress? Can 
they feel any warmer depths of love for 
him than they did a year ago? These 
are some of the ways in which “the beauty 
of Jesus” may be seen in your girls, 
through whom others may be won to him. 


Home Study 


Memorize this week just these words of 
one in whom the glorious beauty of his 
Lord was seen and is still seen by all who 
read the records of his soul life-—— Paul: 
Philippians 4: 8. 


STATESVILLE, N. C. 
‘3 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Tests. 


Discussion: In what ways does a fellow 
show his faith in God? In Jesus Christ? 


Objective: Enjoying the test. 











AY, fellows, you do not enjoy your 
“tests” at school if you are unprepared ; 
but if you have done good work through 
the preceding weeks, tests have no terror 
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for you. Mr. Charles L. Huston, vice- 
president of the Lukens Steel Company at 
Coatesville, Pa. took me into the testing 
room of that plant and showed me how 
the steel bars are tested before the metal 
is released for shipment. I was amazed 
to see what perfect steel could stand. Bars 
two inches thick were put into a powerful 
compressor and bent double without break- 
ing the fiber. If you understand steel, that 
seems incredible unless you could see it 
with your own eyes. That steel must go 
into the construction of ships, and ships 
must stand the impact of ocean storms and 
the terrific strain of heavy cargoes. If 
the steel does not stand the laboratory test 
it is thrown back into the crucible and 
made all over again. 

John is giving us in this lesson today 
the laboratory tests of a Christian. He 
employs strong language. He uses such 
test words as Believe, Love, Faith, Over- 
come, Victory, Life. 

Believe. Would you like to know, be- 
yond any doubt, that you are a child of 
God? Have you ever had a lurking fear 
like that expressed in a familiar hymn: 


’Tis a point I long to know, 
Oft it causes anxious tho’t: 

Do I love the Lord, or no? 
Am I His, or am I not? 


You can settle that matter right now, 
John says, “Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God.” 

The test of your love to God is in the 
keeping of his law. Not that you will 
keep it perfectly; no mere man has ever 
done that, but if you love God you love 
his law, and are trying day by day to 
make it the rule of your life. The world 
about you is not concerned about keeping 
God’s law, and endeavors to draw you into 
its net of worldliness. But you have faith 
in God’s promise and in God’s power to 
keep you steadfast. When you resist the 
world’s allurements and remain steadfast, 
you are overcoming the world. That is 
why John says you gain the victory that 
overcomes, through faith. And John says 
this is the life —the life that is eternal in 
its joy. 

So you see, fellows, the test is progres- 
sive. It finds its climax in Jesus Christ 
and the life that is eternal and a joy that 
never fails. The test begins and ends in 
Jesus Christ; he is the first and the last. 
So let us trace it back. Here is a fellow 
who is a true Christian. How do we 
know? How does he himself know it? 
Well, just look at him. He is a happy 
Christian. He does not find God’s law 
grievous, but just the best way to live. 
He loves God’s people. He is not a prey 
to the temptings of Satan through the 
world. He finds his highest enjoyment in 
Christian service. Through faith in God’s 
love and power, he is gaining new victories 
every day. He is a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ; he is born of God and knows 
it; therefore he is an heir to all the 
precious promises of God and a joint-heir 
with Jesus Christ to all the joys of a life 
eternal, 

Fellows, I believe if you will quietly 
think it over you will decide that, while 
the test is cne of high standards — the 
very highest—yet it is possible for any 
earnest fellow to make the grade by the 
wonderful grace of God. | 


GreEENSBORO, N. C. 
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Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





New Classes in Teacher Training 


Beginning next week, with the first 
lesson in January, THE SunpAy ScHOOL 
Times will publish a series of helps to 
accompany Unit II and Unit VI of the 
Preliminary Course of the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association. In addition 
to the thousands who will continue this 
course in church and community classes 
or correspondence schools in which they 
are already enrolled, this will afford a 
favorable opportunity for new students to 
take up the work. The Preliminary Train- 
ing Course is offered in six units and a 
certificate of credit is awarded at the com- 
pletion of each. This permits new students 
to enroll at any time for any part of the 
course and receive credit unit by unit 
toward a teacher’s certificate. Comments 


on Old Testament Poetry and Prophecy, — 


which is the content of the twelve lessons 
of Unit II, will be given in the Times 
by Robert C. McQuilkin, President of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
while the helps for the lessons on Sunday 
School Administration will be prepared by 
Clarence H. Benson, Secretary of the As- 
sociation. For information. concerning the 
organization of a church or community 
class, or enrollment in a correspondence 
school, address Mr. Benson at 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, 


Lesson 13. New Standards 
in Teacher Training 


By Clarence H. Benson 


S THE Bible worth teaching? Is it as 

important a subject as history, geog- 
raphy, or grammar? Should those who 
teach it be as well trained as those who 
give instruction in secular subjects? 

The fifty-seven institutions constituting 
the Evangelical Teacher Training Asso- 
ciation believe that it is possibfe to pre- 
pare the church school teacher as _thor- 
oughly as the public school instructor. This 
new organization, which in three years has 
grown from five to fifty-seven schools, 
has established a high standard of instruc- 
tion. It conforms to the recommendation 
that a full college course of twenty-four 
semester hours (432 Bible institute hours) 
be required for its Standard Training 
Course, and that all of the work be done 
in academic halls. Reports from these 
schools this fall indicate that almost with- 
out exception they have had the largest 
enrollment in their history, and at present 
approximately four thousand have entered 
on the Standard Training Course. It is 
evident that the Protestant churches are 
awakening to the importance of higher 
standards in Christian education, with bet- 
ter training for the teaching ministry, and 
are availing themselves of the opportuni- 
ties of having their Sunday school teachers 
enroll in the valuable courses of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association. 

In many instances where it has not been 
possible for teachers to matriculate at one 
of the co-operating schools, pastors and 
superintendents have. organized classes in 
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the local church for the study of the Pre- 
liminary Course. Since the first of Sep- 
tember an enrollment of 2,886 students in 
these church and community classes has 
been reported. In addition to these classes, 
several of the co-operating institutions have 
offered the Preliminary Course by corre- 
spondence, so that this third list of stu- 
dents must now be added to the grand 
total of those who have matriculated in the 
courses of the Association. 

Within the last six months the following 
new schools have been approved for active 
membership in the Association: 


Seattle Pacific College, Seattle, Wash. 
Detroit Bible Institute, Detriot, Mich. 
Beulah College, Upland, Cal. 

Canton Bible Institute, Baltimore, Md. 
Colorado School of the Bible, Denver, Colo. 


The last named school, which opened this 
fall with 189 students, in a few weeks re- 
ported 240 enrolled, representing 45 
churches and 15 denominations. 

Since the launching of the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, no less than 
eighteen Bible institutes have been started in 
widely scattered points in the United States 
and Canada. Each of these schools has met 
the full Association requirements for fac- 
ulty, curriculum, and doctrinal position. 
The Bay Cities Bible Institute of San 
Francisco, which was organized only last 
month and has already made formal appli- 
cation for admission to the Association, has 
adopted the following standards of admin- 
istration: 


1. Each student is required to attend all 
classes regularly. Excuses .must be obtained 
from the registrar, and work made up when- 
ever absent. 


2. Each student is required to be present 
at the opening of the class. If tardy, an ex- 
cuse must be obtained from the class secretary 
at the door. 


3. Notebooks must be kept in such a man- 
ner that they can be turned in for grading 
whenever requested. This request may be 
made at any time, and must be complied with 
if credit is expected. 


4. Students must study their lessons before 
coming to class, as the instructor has a right 
to grade anyone on class recitation at any 
class period 

5. When special work is assigned it is ex- 
pected that each student will complete this 
assignment on time. 


6. Examinations will be scheduled and held 
ordinarily at the end of the semester. An- 
nouncement of such examinations will be made 
one week before they are held. 


7. Written tests may be held at any class 
period; therefore it is urged upon the stu- 
dents to come prepared to take such a test. 

The superior training of those who 
graduate from the classes of the Associa- 
tion has led to the adoption of special rec- 
ognition of pupils who study under teachers 
holding its diploma and certificate. Sun- 
day school pupils graduating from a de- 
partment in which they have studied under 
a teacher holding either a diploma or cer- 
tificate of the Association, will be awarded 
a pupil’s diploma, bearing the names of the 
institutions composing the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association. These 
pupil’s diplomas are now available, and 
samples will be mailed for ten cents. Re- 
quests should be addressed to Clarence H. 
Benson, Secretary, Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago. 

ve 


. Curistian. YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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Gray Squirrel Asks Questions 
By M. Louise C. Hastings 


P AND down the tree trunks ran Gray 

Squirrel all by himself. Then across 

to the tallest tree in the woods he jumped. 
Oh, what fun it was to be a squirrel! 

“Whee-ree!” came a short shrill cry 
through the trees, and down upon the same 
branch where Gray Squirrel sat’ flew Great 
Crested Flycatcher, 

“Great weather!” 
“How are you?” 

“I’m all right, but I can’t find any snake 
skin,” the bird replied. “You know I 
must always have a cast-off snake skin 
in my nest.” 

“A snake skin!” exclaimed Gray Squir- 
rel. “What do you need that for?” 

“I’m sorry that I can’t answer your 
question,” said Great Crested Flycatcher 
very politely. “I really don’t know the 
reason, but of course I must find one some- 
where.” 

Gray Squirrel thought a minute. He was 
sure that he had seen a cast-off skin in 
his travels through the woods. He wished 
he might help this pretty bird. 

“Come with me, friend,” he said. “I 
think I know where there is a skin that is 
just what you want.” And off scampered 
the squirrel. 

Great Crested Flycatcher flew along, too. 
It was quite a race. Then the squirrel 
stopped. “Is that what you wish?” he 
asked, pointing to something that hung 
on a bush. 

“No, that is a cast-off cocoon,” explained 
the bird. “A beautiful moth has come out 
of it. What I want is a cast-off snake 
skin.” 

“T’'ll try again,” said Gray Squirrel, as 
he scampered up and down the trees. Great 
am 


said the squirrel. 
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Crested Flycatcher flew along. Again they 
had quite a race. 

“Is that what you wish?” asked the 
squirrel, pointing to something on the trunk 
of a tree, 

The bird looked at it. “No, friend, that 
is the cast-off skin of the harvest fly. He 
crawled out of the ground upon the tree, 
the skin split down the back, and the har- 
ve t fly crept out. I’m after a snake skin.” 

“I'll try again,” said Gray Squirrel, and 
again the squirrel and the bird had a race 
through the tree tops. 

“Is that: what you wish?” asked the 
squirrel as he pointed to something on a 
blade of grass near a pool of water. 

The bird looked at it. “No, friend,” he 
replied. “That is the cast-off skin of a 
dragon fiy. When the dragon fly was ready 
to leave its water home, it crept upon that 
grass blade, its skin split, and out came 
a perfect insect. I’m after a snake skin.” 

Gray Squirrel sat on the branch. “I’m 
hungry,” te said. “Maybe I’d better hunt 
nuts and !et you hunt your own cast-off 
skin. Anvway, I am sure that there are 
no snakes in these woods, and I don’t think 
you'll ever find what you are looking for. 
There seem to be many cast-off things.” 

Off the squirrel ran for his nuts, and off 
flew the bird, and neither of them thought 
of the other until later in the day. Gray 
Squirrel was sitting on a branch cracking 
a nut when a bird flew upon the branch 
close to him. In his mouth he carried a 
cast-off snake skin. 

“Oh, is that what you were after?” asked 
the squirrel. But the bird could not an- 
swer because his mouth was full. Off he 
flew to his nest, where he would use the 
skin just as all great crested flycatchers do. 

DorcHESTER, Mass. 


Mown Grass 
(Concluded from second page) 


serenity, an anchorage of peace, that hu- 
man effort cannot produce. 

We have also the promise of something 
given to the cropped lawn. Very sweetly 
it falls on the tuned ear: “He shall come 
down like rain upon the mown grass: as 
showers that water the earth” (Psa. 72: 
6). Such words as “showers” and “rain” 
stand, as we know, for the poured out 
Spirit of God; for that delightful assur- 
ance of divine favor which is the blessing 
of the Lord that maketh rich, “and he add- 
eth no sorrow with it”; for that fullness 
of joy which cannot be explained or imi- 
tated, and to which no world happiness can 
for a moment be compared. 

Yet it sometimes seems to the Christian 
that this heavenly rain is long delayed. 
Again and again the Mower has passed 
over, until his poor sheared lawn lies 
withered in the heat. Then one day he 
meets with a devout friend and there is 
time for prayer together. Or he picks 
up a book or magazine the content of which 
has been prayer-wrapped and _  Spirit- 
prompted. Or perhaps he hears a sermou 
from one who remembers habitually to 
“preach the Word.” Or he opens the Book 
for himseif and seeks desperately for light 
on his darkened way. Then suddenly — oh, 
how often God does things suddenly! — 
a word is newly illumined or an old truth 
freshly presented, and the floodgates are 
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opened. Not a small sprinkle, but showers 
of blessing fall! The parched ground has 
become a pool and the thirsty land springs 
of water. 

It is comforting to know that the Lord 
works with us in this rhythmic manner: 
garments of mourning, then oil of joy; 
nights of sorrow, the dawn of hope; pain- 
ful cuttings, showers on the mown grass. 
And the testimony of believers throughout 
the world adds to the assurance of his 
Word that, when the work of the King’s 
mowers seems too poignant, too continuous 
almost, to be borne, the heavens shall 
shortly be opened and the showers of 
gracious rain pour down. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer.Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 6. What Do I Know About God? Psa. 
9:1-34; 1 John 4:16, (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 





Sunday, December 30 


How to Make Our Dreams Come True 
(Gen. 37 : 5-11) 





Mon.—The age of imagination (Acts 2: 16- 
18). 

Tues.—A dream that failed (Gen. 11 ; 1-9). 

Wed.—A vision of service (Isa. 6: 1-13). 

Thurs.—Vision and action (Acts 16:9, 10). 

Fri.—A delayed dream (2 Sam. 7 : 1-16). 

Sat.—Take God into your dreams (Jas. 4: 
13, 14). 











How does imagination help us to achieve 
things? 
Why must we work as well as dream? 
What dream-hopes have we? 
SYCHOLOGISTS tell us that dreams, 
both in waking and sleeping, are the 
reflections of our desires. But before we 
may enjoy their fulfillment, they should be 
checked for their soundness and correct- 
ness. Then we must go to work to build 
according to them. Without the dream 
we cannot build, or we must build accord- 
ing to the plan of another. With only 
the dream, and no will power or persever- 
ance, we can never reach the fulfillment. 


God tells us how we may be sure that 
our dreams and desires are right and 
wholesome. Do you remember Psalm 37: 
4, “Delight thyself also in the Lord; and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart.” So often we think of this giving 
of desires as merely the granting of our 
desires. But, if we truly commit our way 
to God, and trust him, he will put into 
our hearts those longings and ambitions 
that are best for us and that he wants to 
fulfill for us. 

Perhaps we may ask, “Why, then, does 
God bother. about the dreams or the de- 
sires? Why does he not merely give us 
what he wants us to have, and let it go 
at that?” God given dreams and ambi- 
tions have a very important place. In 
our Scripture lesson, we learn of one man 
who dreamed great things of the future. 
Before many days, however, he was to 
encounter bitter trials and testings. -Per- 
haps God gave him the prophetic dream 
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of the future, so that he might be sus- 
tained during the long days through which 
he had to pass before that dream could 
come true. Even so, God may permit us 
to have noble ambitions and right desires, 
so that we may be sustained through the 
difficult path we must travel to reach them. 
Even the Lord Jesus, you will remember, 
endured the cross and suffered the shame, 
“for the joy that was set before him” 
(Heb. 12:2). 
oe 

But, as we read on in the history of 
the young man mentioned in our Scrip- 
ture lesson, we find that he did not de- 
pend upon his dreams to carry him through 
life. In a place of slavery, he performed 
his daily tasks so faithfully and well 
that his master could put him in charge 
of his entire household. When treachery 
and lying sought to besmirch his character 
and he was thrown into prison, he con- 
tinued to conduct himself in such a way 
that he gained the confidence and respect 
of his fellow prisoners, and eventually 
thus won his deliverance and elevation to 
the highest position in the land, next to 
the king. 

If we can thus be the master of our 
dreams rather than letting our dreams be 
master of us, we shall go far toward their 
realization. It is a fine thing to have 
our head in the clouds of noble ambitions. 
But we need to keep our feet firmly upon 
the ground of faithfulness to everyday re- 
sponsibilities and duties. 


4 

Another fine thing about this young man 
and his dreams was that he did not pur- 
sue them for his selfish enjoyment. His 
ultimate position of power he refused to 
“ use for revenge or for self-gratification. 

It was right here that the Lord Jesus 

checked the ambitions of his disciples who 
wanted to be first in the earthly kingdom 
they expected him shortly to establish. 
In itself, to be first in the eyes of the Lord 
Jesus Christ was a worthy aspiration. But 
to be first at the expense of some one 
equally worthy or more worthy disciple 
was wrong. And so the Lord taught his 
disciples that he who would be first must 
be the servant of all (Mark 9:35). 
' Can we not, then, on the threshold of 
a new year, go to the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all our plans and hopes and dreams, 
and ask him to remove any that are not 
worthy of his calling for us, and to im- 
press on our hearts his great expectations 
for us? Then let us ask him to give us 
the perseverance and the consecration and 
the living faith that shall, in his strength, 
make these expectations come true. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Treasure Chest 


N ATTRACTIVE variation of the pop- 
ular “Precious Promise” box is in the 
form of a cedar chest with gilded metal 
clasp. On the top is stamped in the wood, in 
Old English type, the words “The Treasure 
Chest.” Inside are a large number of 





small rolls standing on end, looking some- 
what like a honeycomb, and each contains 
an encouraging text from God’s Word. The 
texts are printed in clear black type on 
real parchment of delicate pastel shades, : 
and 2 small wooden holder with which. to 
extract them is supplied. Each little roll 
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can. be used over and over again, and there 
are 156 of them. It is a gift of real value 
which will be enjoyed by every member of 
the family, and it may be used as a part 
of the family worship, or each one may 
choose a promise with which to begin the 
day. The durable cedar box and genuine 
parchment rolls made it both delightful and 
practical. It may be had from the Castle 
Associates, 12 West Eighty-Fifth Street, 
New York City, for one dollar. 





* $31 





i With the New Books 


How to Read and Remember the Scrip- 
tures. By W. M. Davis. (From the Author, 
Box 424, San Angelo, Texas, 85 cents.) 
The Psalmist said, “Thy Word have I hid 
in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.” The Bible in the hand is good; 















Gregory Sterling thought he would 
never find a girl who would a 
him for his love, rather than for hi 

money. But he found the impov- 
eu but lovely Margaret differ- 
ent. ° 


NEW BOOKS 
BY GRACE 
LIVINGSTON 
HILL 





Just before the 
Sherrill discovered the 
faery 
was going to marry— 
and at the same time found 
her true love! An exciting 
romance of youth. $2. 


Now on Sale at All Bookstores « LIPPINCOTT e¢ Phila. 


GIFTS WORTHY OF 
THE TRUE CHRISTMAS 


—— 


SPIRIT 


The story of a courageous, but 
defenseless girl, who despite 
sudden hardships and grasping 
relatives, adventures forth to 
find love and happiness. $2. 
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a 1 Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
: Dp & i Please send me, without obligation, your booklet S899 entitled “‘A Gift That Lives.” 


“Enclosed find check for..”” 


Ds this letter 
addresred to YOU? 


e For over eighty years we have been sending these 
welcome letters to holders of Annuity Agreements 
of the American Bible Society. Never...in good 
times or bad... 
his check. 

These Annuity Agreements are safe. They are 
backed by the resources and conservative business 
management of a trust-worthy institution whose 
work, the distribution of the Scriptures, is indis- 
pensable to the Christian enterprise. 
; Would you like to know how you can receive a specified 

sum at definite times every t ad as long as you live?...how a rela- 
tive or friend may be included? 

Mail the coupon and you will receive an interesting booklet which 
may help solve some of the puzzling problems of your future income. 

— MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY __ 


any annuitant failed to receive 
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TRIM THE TREE 


with these fascinating 
Gifts for Children— 


BUMPA CRAYON SETS 











Cute little fibre- Only 
board figures,7% | 10 cents 
ins. high, gail each in lots 
colored, eac of thirty 
bearing a box of 





fine crayons. ‘Tie them on the 
tree with bright ribbon—they are 
ideal decorations and delightful gifts. 

Six for 75 cents — 30 for $3.00. 


STORY BOOKS IN COLOR 
Perfect gifts—ten little 
books, illustrated in color 
with gay covers — ‘‘ Three 
Little Pigs,’’ ‘Pied Piper,” 
‘© Peter Rabbit,’’ etc. 

1 set, 10 books, $1.35 

3 sets, 30 books, $3.00 

Write for circular of Sunday School aids. 
MILTON BRADLEY COMPANY 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 











When answering advert'sements, please men 
tion The Sunday School Times. 
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The forces of Christ are 
gathering for a great 
advance. Fervent church 
music provides the neces- 
sary accompaniment. 


**Worship and Praise ”’ 
gives you a sound collec- 
tion of favorite hymns and 
Gosvel songs high in the 


hearts of worshippers. A 
double duty all-purpose book 
for every need. nrivalied 


musical content and worship 
outlines combined with supe- 
rior book making. New finance 


291 Son 
plans —- needed song books 34 sadinale 
at no budget cost. ings, etc. 


Avoid price increase by prompt action, Prices not 
prepaid, cloth, $40 per 100; Bristol, $25 per 100. Fully 
orchestrated. 


New Finance Plans 
Gives you new Song Books at no expense. 
Used successfully by hundreds of churches. 


Witla. todag fer otarnable al 
Sea fms Fosse Pen” 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABUSHED 1892 i 
only the best in song books ! 
5703-T2, West Lake St., Chicago, Ill. 
Gentlemen—Our Church needs the spiritual stimulus 
of new Son s. Please send returnable sample 
copy of «Worship and Praise’’—also details Budget- 
Saving Plans. 
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the Bible in the mind and heart is better. 
Those who have never learned the full joy 
of memorizing Scripture, its outline, facts, 
and details, will find a tempting feast spread 
in very small compass in this book. It is 
mental exhilaration merely to read it. The 
thoughts are crystal clear, challenging, and 
appealing, and the whole process of devel- 
oping a good memory, whether for facts or 
faces, as an aid to one’s business, pleasure 
or culture, will be found as attractive and 
absorbing to the mentally alert as climbing 
is to a mountain lover, Let no one say 
he cannot remember, and enjoy remember- 
ing, until he has given the plan a test. 
While the Bible is used here for a memory 
textbook, as affording the richest possible 
source, yet a good portion of the book is a 
masterly treatise on the use and value of a 
good memory, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issr-ed by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 24 to 30 
Mon.—1 John §: 1-12. Tests of a Christian. 

Prayer SucGESTIONS: The Christian life 
is one of deep, abiding satisfaction, inde- 
pendent of circumstances, and manifested 
in speech. and action indicating a heaven- 
born purpose. God is its author, Christ 
its channel, the Spirit of God its life, and 
it is lived by faith which is sustained by 
the Word of God and prayer. The true 
test of a Christian life is the possession 
of Christ. “He that hath the Son hath 
life; and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life’? (v. 12). Let your prayer 
lite today be occupied with your own need. 
Tues.—John 5: 19-24. Test of Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Faith’s supreme 
test is the sincerity of belief that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. Such a confes- 
sion requires the illuminating grace of the 
Spirit of God. “No man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” 
Have you made the great confession? Pray 
over the interests of your family. 

Wed.—1 John 4: 11-21. Test of Love. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Christian love is 
the first fruit of salvation. It is the test 
of discipleship which our Lord applied. “By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another” 
(John 13:35). “Every one that loveth is 
born of God.” Do you love all the chil- 
dren of God? Pray for all the interests of 
your congregation, 





PELOUBET’S 


SELECT 


NOTES 


A COMMENTARY ON THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1935 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


(Sixty-First Annual Volume) 


$2.00 Complete in spiritual and inspirational interpretation of lesson text, maps, 
Postpaid _ illustrations, quotations, bibliography and teaching methods for all grades 


At All Bookstores © Ws. A. WILDE COMPANY e@ Boston, Mass. 


(Lesson for Dec. 30) Dec. 15, 1934 


Thurs.—1 Peter 1: 13-21. Test of Conduct. 

Prayer SuGGEsTIONS: Christian conduct 
is also a fruit of salvation. We -become 
dead to sin by the cross of Christ. Gazing 
on Christ weans the Christian from the 
vanities of the world. The hidden life of 
a child of God is bound to show itself in 
right conduct. Are you letting Christ live 
out his life through your personality? Pray 
for the interests of your neighborhood, 
Fri.—Romans 8 : 10-17. Test of Assurance. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Assurance ‘is the 
fruit of faith. Faith depends for its war- 
rant upon God. The blood of Christ grants 
salvation; the Spirit of God conveys it to 
us, and the Word of God assures us that 
it is ours. Pray for the spiritual mterests 
of your denomination. 
Sat.—2 Corinthians 13 : 1-10. 

The Test of Self-Examination. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God enjoins self- 
examination before the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper. This should be done prayer- 
fully, Scripturally, and with diligence. A 
spiritual “check-up” with the purpose of 
amendment is imperative. Doctrinal views, 
habits, and practices, but most of all the 
inner life, needs to come under review. 
Pray for the special interests of the mis- 
sion boards. 


Sun.—John 15 : 12-17. Test of Fruit-Bearing. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Godly example in 
good works and conversation, and espe- 
cially in soul-winning, glorifies God. The 
supreme test of fruitage from a Christian 
life is love. If a man fails in this, he fails 
in everything. Pray for the special inter- 
ests of the mission fields of the world. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United. States and ° Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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